
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  Jack R. Watkins
Wednesday, September 8, 2004 314/421-0339

NINE MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAMS WILL COMPETE
IN THE THIRD ANNUAL BRACKET BUSTER SATURDAY ON FEBRUARY 19, 2005

ST. LOUIS -- Nine Missouri Valley Conference men’s basketball programs will compete in the third annual Bracket
Buster Saturday series, which will be televised on ESPN, ESPN2 and ESPN FULL COURT on Saturday, February 19.

"ESPN's continued support of this event is a testimony to the strength of the college basketball that is played in the
13 conferences that will be participating," said Elgin, who is in his 17th year with The Valley and is a former member of the
NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Committee.  "We're excited to have this opportunity to showcase the outstanding
teams and players that will be featured in the Bracket Buster Saturday series."

In all, a total of 64 teams will compete in the 32-game, one-day event.  The pool of teams -- which includes Missouri
Valley Conference members Bradley, Creighton, Drake, Evansville, Illinois State, UNI, Southern Illinois, SMS and Wichita
State -- features 12 teams from the Mid-American Conference, 10 from the Western Athletic Conference, nine from the
Horizon League, four from the Southern and Sun Belt Conferences, three from the Big Sky, Colonial Athletic and Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conferences, two from the Big West, Mid-Continent and Ohio Valley Conferences, and one -- Vermont --
from the America East Conference.

Eleven of the 32 match-ups pitting potential NCAA Tournament hopefuls against each other will be televised
nationally, highlighted by a total of six games on ESPN or ESPN2.  The other five will be produced and distributed in the
markets of the competing teams through ESPN Regional Television and will be available nationally on ESPN FULL
COURT -- an out-of-market pay-per-view service -- regionally on over-the-air television stations in competing markets.

Last year in the second Bracket Buster Saturday series event, 46 teams representing a total of 11 conferences
played in the one-day event.  The Valley posted a 6-4 record -- Bradley topped Northern Illinois (76-67), Illinois State
edged Loyola-Chicago (77-71), Buffalo defeated Indiana State (64-51), No. 20 Southern Illinois beat Hawai’i (66-62) and
Wichita State outlasted Austin Peay (62-47) in MVC home games, while Kent State defeated Creighton (70-55), Drake
edged Akron (82-78 in OT), Central Michigan defeated Evansville (90-73), UNI beat Wisconsin-Green Bay (82-75) and
Miami (Ohio) slipped past SMS (75-66) in Valley road games.

In the inaugural Bracket Buster Saturday series event in 2003, 18 teams representing a total of seven conferences
participated in the one-day challenge.  The Valley was the only multiple-participant conference to go undefeated (4-0), as
Creighton defeated Fresno State (67-66) and Southern Illinois topped Wisconsin-Milwaukee (66-64) in MVC homes
games, and Illinois State (57-53 at Marshall) and Northern Iowa (76-71 at Louisiana Tech) both won on the road.

“One of the really important by-products of this format is that it provides strong non-conference scheduling
opportunities for all teams in the field,” said Elgin.  “There is excellent delivery for college basketball audiences by
giving them the chance to see great match-ups with games that wouldn’t normally be scheduled in February.”
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While each conference selects their participating teams prior to the beginning of the season, the match-ups for the
Bracket Buster Saturday series will be determined by ESPN in conjunction with the conferences approximately three
weeks prior to the event (Sunday, January 30, 2005).  As part of the agreement, home teams will play a “return” game at
the home facility of their Bracket Buster Saturday series opponent in November or December of the following season.

The pool of teams in the 2005 Bracket Buster Saturday series represents five Sweet Sixteen squads and two regional
finalists from the last five NCAA Tournaments.  Tulsa (2000) and Kent State (2002) have advanced to an Elite Eight game
in the NCAA Tournament in one of the last five seasons.  In all, the 2005 Bracket Buster Saturday pool boasts a total of 47
team appearances in the last five NCAA Tournaments.

From the Missouri Valley Conference, both Creighton and Southern Illinois posted first-round victories in the 2002
NCAA Tournament, with the Salukis becoming the fourth league school to advance to the round of Sweet Sixteen in the
last 11 campaigns.  In fact, the Missouri Valley Conference has sent at least two teams to the NCAA Tournament for the
last six seasons, beginning with three teams in the 1999 NCAA Tournament and continuing with SIU and UNI in the 2004
NCAA Tournament.

“The wild-card aspect of the pairings adds an extra layer of anticipation for fans of competing teams,” said Elgin.
“Having these 11 games on national television, at this critical time of the regular season, provides a stage for those teams
that will be considered for postseason play.  Teams can actually play their way into national television exposure through
their performance through the end of January.”

Home and road team designations for those subsequent contests have been determined and are listed below:

Home Road

Creighton Toledo Bradley SMU
Drake Miami (Ohio) Illinois State UTEP
Evansville Western Kentucky Southern Illinois Vermont
UNI Middle Tennessee State Wichita State Northern Arizona
SMS Boise State Cleveland State Portland State
Butler Fresno State Loyola-Chicago Weber State
Detroit Hawai’i Wisconsin-Milwaukee Cal State-Northridge
Illinois-Chicago Nevada Buffalo Virginia Commonwealth
Wisconsin-Green Bay Rice Eastern Michigan Drexel
Wright State Tulsa Northern Illinois Manhattan
Youngstown State Louisiana Tech Ohio Niagara
Akron Pacific Chattanooga Oral Roberts
Ball State George Mason Western Michigan Valparaiso
Bowling Green State Fairfield Arkansas-Little Rock Austin Peay
Central Michigan College of Charleston New Orleans Murray State
Kent State East Tennessee State San Jose State Georgia Southern

This season, Southern Illinois -- an NCAA Tournament participant in 2002, 2003 and 2004 -- will square off against
Creighton -- NCAA Tournament qualifier from 1999 to 2003 -- in a regular-season match-up in Carbondale, Ill., on ESPN2
on Saturday, February 12 (5 p.m. Central).  The title game of the 2005 State Farm Missouri Valley Conference Men’s
Basketball Tournament will be shown on ESPN on Monday, March 7 (8 p.m. Central).

"The national exposure that ESPN has provided our teams has been critical to the continued success of the Missouri
Valley Conference,” Elgin said.  “The entire country has been able to see the caliber of our coaches and players on a
first-hand basis.  The great success of our teams in the NCAA Tournament has validated what we've known for years --
that our league has coaches and student-athletes who can compete with the best in the nation."

. . . The Valley . . .
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2005 BRACKET BUSTER SATURDAY TEAM CAPSULES

AMERICA EAST CONFERENCE

VERMONT CATAMOUNTS (22-9)

  • A back-to-back participant in the NCAA Tournament
(2003 and 2004), Vermont is 64-29 and has won the
America East regular-season or tournament title the
last three campaigns.

  • Senior forward Taylor Coppenrath (24.1 ppg, 7.2 rpg)
is the fourth player in the 25-year history of the
America East Conference to be named Player of the
Year twice (2002-03 and 2003-04).

  • The America East Rookie of the Year in 2001-02,
Coppenrath (1,665 career points) ranks second to
Notre Dame’s Chris Thomas (1,783) among active
NCAA Division I scoring leaders.

  • Senior point guard T.J. Sorrentine (14.8 ppg, 4.58
apg) was the America East Player of the Year in 2001-
02 and ranks eighth (1,432) among active NCAA
Division I scoring leaders.

  • Head coach Tom Brennan is a three-time America
East Coach of the Year and enters his 19th season
at Vermont with a mark of 239-269.  He begins the
2004-05 campaign just nine wins shy of the career 300-
victory plateau.

BIG SKY CONFERENCE

NORTHERN ARIZONA LUMBERJACKS (15-14)

  • The owner of a streak of eight-consecutive winning
seasons, Northern Arizona played in the Big Sky
Tournament championship game in 2004, losing to
Eastern Washington, 71-59.

  • The Lumberjacks will be led by junior guard Kelly
Golob (13.4 ppg).  Golob, an honorable mention
All-Big Sky choice in 2004, finished second in the
league for three-pointers made per game (2.72).

  • Also, Golob ended the campaign 19th in the country in
three-pointers made per game and tied for 14th in
three-point field goals made (79).

  • Head coach Mike Adras is in his sixth year with the
Lumberjacks and owns a 79-66 record.  In 1999-00, he
guided Northern Arizona to a 20-11 record and the
NCAA Tournament, where NAU lost to St. John’s, 61-
56, in the first round.

PORTLAND STATE  VIKINGS (11-16)

  • Now in its ninth year of existence following a hiatus
from 1981-82 to 1995-96, Portland State returns its top
three scorers -- seniors Blake Walker (16.1 ppg),
Seamus Boxley (14.8 ppg) and Antone Jarrell (8.6
ppg).

  • A guard/forward, Walker (16.1 ppg) placed fourth in the
Big Sky in scoring and knocked down 41 points in a
game at Tennessee State in 2003-04.

  • A forward, Boxley (9.4 rpg, 1.2 bpg) was tabbed the
2003-04 Big Sky Defensive Player of the Year and
helped PSU to lead the league in field goal
percentage defense.

  • The Vikings are led by third-year head coach Heath
Schroyer.  Schroyer has a 16-38 record at PSU.

WEBER STATE WILDCATS (15-14)

  • Sixth-year head coach Joe Cravens has averaged 18
victories per season at Weber State.  In 2002-03, he
paced the Wildcats to a 26-6 mark and the NCAA
Tournament, where WSU lost to Wisconsin, 81-74.

  • In 2003-04, Weber State led the Big Sky in scoring
defense (66.4 ppg) and rebounding defense (30.2
rpg).  WSU was also second in scoring margin, free
throw percentage, three-point field goal percentage
and rebounding margin.

  • The Wildcats’ leading returning scorer is senior center
Lance Allred (11.7 ppg, 6.0 rpg).  Allred also made 74
percent of his free throws.

  • Weber State, which has participated in a Big Sky
Conference-record 12 times in the NCAA Tournament,
advanced to the second round of the NCAA events in
1995 and 1999, defeating Michigan State and North
Carolina, respectively, in the opening round.

BIG WEST CONFERENCE

CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE MATADORS (14-16)

  • Cal State Northridge returns all five starters, including
four seniors – Ian Boylan, Eto Onyenegecha, Davin
White and Joseph Frazier – who all averaged over 10
points per game and represent 84.4 percent of
CSUN’s 2003-04 offense.



  • The Matadors have led the Big West in steals in each
of the last three seasons. CSUN ranked 12th in the
nation with its 9.93 steals per game last year. Boylan
(2.6 spg) and White (2.2 spg) ranked first and second
in the league in steals, respectively, in 2003-04.

  • Boylan is the conference’s leading returning scorer
(14.5 ppg) and stands ninth on the Matador career
scoring list with 1,130 points and needs 182 points to
move into second.  A 6-6 guard/forward, he earned
second-team all-conference honors for the second-
straight year.

  • CSUN is the only Big West school to return three top
15 scorers. In addition to Boylan being ranked
seventh, Onyenegecha was 11th (13.0 ppg) and White
12th (12.7).

  • The frontline is anchored by sophomore Thomas
Shewmake (8.9 ppg, 6.6 rpg).  The team’s tallest
player at 6-10, he was a Big West All-Freshman Team
member and ranked sixth in the Big West in
rebounding.

PACIFIC TIGERS (25-8)

  • Pacific hopes to build on last year’s success, which
featured a school-record win total and a victory in the
NCAA Tournament First Round over Providence.

  • Head coach Bob Thomason won his 300th career
game as a collegiate head coach last season and is
now 311-236 in 19 years of service.

  • The Tigers have a league-high seven seniors and 11
returning letterwinners, including four of their top five
scorers and 66 percent of their total offense from last
year’s team.

  • Junior Christian Maraker (12.6 ppg, 5.9 rpg) and
senior Guillaume Yango form one of the top
frontcourts in the Big West.  Maraker, a first-team all-
conference pick, shot 48.3 percent (141-of-292) from
the field and blocked 24.  Yango, a 6-8 center, scored
in double figures in the last nine games and shot 63.2
(55-of-87) percent from the floor during that span.

  • Senior David Doubley (8.0 ppg, 3.3 apg) returns as
the team’s starting point guard. He ranked seventh in
the Big West in assists. He also canned 34 three-
pointers.

COLONIAL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

DREXEL DRAGONS (18-11)

  • Drexel returns four starters -- including Phil Goss (13.6
ppg), Sean Brooks (14.1 ppg, 5.9 rpg) and Bashir
Mason (6.7 ppg, 4.4 apg, 2.3 spg) --  from last year’s
squad that earned a berth in the NIT for the second
year in a row.

  • A senior guard, Goss drained a league-high 90 three-
pointers in 2003-04, which matches the sixth-highest
total in CAA history.  He already ranks 10th on the
CAA’s career three-pointer list (225).

  • A senior forward, Brooks ranked second in the CAA
and 11th in the nation field goal percentage (.597).

  • A sophomore point guard, Mason became the first
freshman in CAA history to earn Defensive Player of
the Year honors.

  • Dragon head coach Bruiser Flint earned CAA Coach
of the Year honors for the second time in three years
last season.  In eight years as a head coach, Flint has
mentored his teams at Massachusetts and Drexel to
five postseason appearances.

GEORGE MASON PATRIOTS (23-10)

  • George Mason welcomes back three starters from last
year’s squad that produced the most victories in the
program’s 37-year history.

  • The Patriots advanced to the second round of the NIT
in 2004, knocking off Tennessee (58-55) and OVC
regular-season champ Austin Peay (66-60) before
falling at Oregon (68-54).

  • Under the guidance of head coach Jim Larranaga,
Mason has made four postseason appearances in the
last six campaigns.  The Patriots have averaged 19
victories over the past six seasons.

  • Junior forward Jai Lewis earned first-team All-CAA
plaudits in 2003-04, ranking third in the league in
rebounds (7.5 rpg) and sixth in scoring (14.5 ppg).  He
also paced the CAA and ranked 10th nationally in field
goal percentage (.579).

  • After sitting out the 2002-03 campaign due to a hip
flexor injury, junior shooting guard Lamar Butler didn’t
miss a beat in his return to the Mason lineup.  He was
third on the team in scoring (10.5 ppg) and ranked
second in the CAA with 78 three-pointers.



VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH  RAMS (23-8)

  • VCU returns three starters and sixth-man Michael
Doles (11.2 ppg) from last season’s team that captured
the CAA championship and made its first NCAA
Tournament appearance since 1996.

  • Head coach Jeff Capel remains the youngest active
Division I coach in the nation at age 29, even though
he’s entering his third season leading the Rams.  He
has guided VCU to a sparkling 41-18 mark in his first
two years at the helm.

  • VCU was outstanding on both ends of the floor in
2003-04, leading the CAA in field goal percentage
(.475) and field goal percentage defense (.405).

  • Sophomore point guard B.A. Walker (7.7 ppg) hit a
team-high 59 treys and ranked second in the CAA for
three-point field goal percentage (.421).

  • Sophomore shooting guard Jesse Pellot-Rosa (6.4
ppg, 4.7 rpg) made the second of two free throws with
1.6 seconds remaining to give VCU a 55-54 win over
George Mason in the CAA title game.

HORIZON LEAGUE

BUTLER BULLDOGS (16-14)

  • Butler has won at least 15 games in 11-consecutive
seasons, including a string of seven-straight 20-win
campaigns.  The Bulldogs have been a part of
postseason play in seven of the past eight years.

  • Bulldog head coach Todd Lickliter ranks 18th all-time
in the NCAA with 69 victories after just three seasons.

  • Butler returns eight of its top 10 scorers from 2003-04,
paced by junior point guard Avery Sheets (11.0 ppg).

  • The Bulldogs led the Horizon League in three-point
field goals last season, and four of the five BU players
who hit at least 20 treys return.

  • Junior Bruce Horan led the Bulldogs and ranked
second in the Horizon League with 96 three-pointers.

CLEVELAND STATE VIKINGS (4-25)

  • Viking senior forward Omari Westley (14.8 ppg, 8.6
rpg) returns after running away with the Horizon
League rebounding crown in 2003-04.  He also led the
league in offensive rebounds (3.1 rpg) and was
second in defensive rebounds (5.5 rpg).

  • Cleveland State should get a big offensive boost from
the return of senior Modibo Niakate, who sat out last
season as a redshirt.  Niakate, who led the team in
scoring (11.9 ppg) in 2002-03, hit three or more treys
in nine games en route to posting the fourth-best
season three-point shooting effort in CSU history.

  • Viking players have led the Horizon League in
blocked shots in four-straight seasons.  Tahric Gosley
led the loop in blocks in 2000-01 (61) and in 2001-02
(34), while Pape Badiane took over the league lead in
2002-03 (57) and 2003-04 (47).

DETROIT TITANS (19-11)

  • Detroit, which has won at least 18 games for seven
years in a row, has finished in the upper division
(fourth or higher) of the Horizon League for 12-straight
seasons.

  • Head coach Perry Watson is just the second Titan
mentor to top 200 victories.  Watson, who has guided
Detroit to poseason play four times (NCAA in 1998 and
1999 and NIT in 2001 and 2002) has a 213-124 record
in 11 seasons at Detroit and trails only Bob Calihan
(306 wins) on the all-time Titan coaching list.

  • Detroit is 2-0 in Bracket Buster Saturday play, having
won at UC Santa Barbara in 2003 and at Ball State in
2004. In 2005, the Titans will host their first BBS contest
at Calihan Hall -- a place where Detroit has won 87 of its
last 95 tilts.

  • Key veteran returnees include 6-9 junior center
Ryvon Covilc (8.1 ppg, 5.0 rpg) who led the Horizon
League in field goal percentage (.637) and 5-10 senior
guard James Theus, who paced the Titans in assists
(3.6) and was second in the Horizon for steals (1.9).

  • Titan newcomers include a pair of Big Ten transfers --
6-7 junior forward Chuck Bailey (Michigan) and 6-0
sophomore guard Brandon Cotton (Michigan State).

ILLINOIS-CHICAGO FLAMES (24-8)

  • Illinois-Chicago has posted three-consecutive 20-win
seasons, capped by a school record for wins in 2003-
04, and UIC made two NCAA Tournament appearances
(2002 and 2004) and an NIT appearance (2003).

  • UIC is 2-0 all-time in Bracket Buster Saturday games
with wins over Bowling Green in 2003 and UNC-
Wilmington last season.  The Flames average margin
of victory in those games was 18 points.



  • Head coach Jimmy Collins is just three triumphs shy
of becoming the school’s all-time winningest coach.
He has posted 131 victories in eight seasons while
guiding the Flames to three NCAA Tournaments and
an NIT bid.

  • The Flames boast a 15-game, non-conference home
winning streak entering the 2004-05 campaign and are
33-5 at the UIC Pavilion during the last three years.

LOYOLA RAMBLERS (9-20)

  • The 2004-05 campaign marks the first season at
Loyola for 17-year head coach Jim Whitesell.  For the
past 12 seasons, he served as the front man at Lewis
University, where he guided the Flyers to five NCAA
Division II Tournament appearances and a 214-126
(.629) record.

  • Loyola lost its top three scorers from last season, but
returns a pair of starters -- senior guard DaJuan
Gouard (8.9 ppg) and sophomore forward Blake
Schlib (8.9 ppg, 2.5 apg).

  • In its first Bracket Buster Saturday showing, Loyola
received 22 points from Gouard but lost at Illinois
State, 77-71, on Feb. 21, 2004.

  • Loyola has posted 22 Horizon League victories during
the past three seasons, its best three-year total since
claiming 28 conference contests from 1985-87.

UW-GREEN BAY PHOENIX (17-11)

  • UW-Green Bay posted an eight-game improvement in
head coach Tod Kowalczyk’s second year at the
helm in 2003-04.  The turnaround tied for 10th best
nationally.

  • Last season, the Phoenix collected their best overall
win total in five seasons, top Horizon League victory
sum (11) in eight years and best league finish (third) in
five campaigns.

  • The UW-Green Bay lineup features a trio of
experienced senior guards -- 6-2 Matt Rohde (9.9
ppg, 3.0 rpg, 2.1 apg), 6-5 Javier Mendiburu (8.5
ppg, 4.5 rpg, 4.6 apg) and 6-1 Brandon Morris (10.9
ppg, 4.9 rpg).

  • Morris, who was a second-team all-conference choice
and an all-newcomer selection in 2004, ranked third
among Horizon League shooters for three-point
efficiency (.427).

  • Mendiburu earned league player of the week honors
in the final week of the regular season with the
school’s first triple-double -- 17 points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists against Wright State.

WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE PANTHERS (20-11)

  • Wisconsin-Milwaukee has recorded back-to-back 20-
win seasons for the first time in more than 10
campaigns, reaching the NCAA Tournament in 2003
and the NIT in 2004.

  • UWM returns four of five starters -- including Horizon
League Player of the Year candidate Ed McCants --
from last year’s unit that won the Horizon League
regular-season crown.

  • Joining the 6-3 senior guard McCants (17.1 ppg) as
returning starters are 6-5 junior forward Joah Tucker
(12.5 pg, 4.8 rpg), 6-7 junior forward Adrian Tigert (6.1
ppg, 6.4 rpg) and 5-10 junior point guard Chris Hill
(7.3 ppg, 2.9 apg).

  • Two-time Horizon League Coach of the Year Bruce
Pearl has averaged more than 20 wins per season
over his first three seasons at UWM.  Pearl, who has a
mark of 60-32 with the Panthers, has directed UWM to
its first Horizon League regular-season title and its first
two Division I postseason berths.

  • UWM has appeared in two thrilling nationally televised
Bracket Buster Saturday contests.  In 2003, the
Panthers lost at Southern Illinois, 66-64, on a tip-in at
the buzzer, while in 2004, UWM rallied from a 21-point
deficit to pull within three in the final minute before
falling, 83-76, to Manhattan.

WRIGHT STATE RAIDERS (14-14)

  • Wright State will compete in its first Bracket Buster
Saturday and play host to a game at the Ervin J.
Nutter Center, where the Raiders averaged a Horizon
League-leading 5,340 fans per game in 2003-04.

  • Head coach Paul Biancardi was named the Horizon
League’s 2003-04 Coach of the Year in his rookie
season, as he led WSU to four more overall wins and
six additional league triumphs over the Raiders’ 2002-
03 totals.

  • The Raiders are young with only one junior and one
senior on their 2004-05 roster, but will add 6-7 senior
forward Zach Williams, who transferred from Ohio
State and started 80 games for the Buckeyes.



YOUNGSTOWN STATE PENGUINS (8-20)

  • Youngstown State returns four players -- sophomore
guard Quin Humphrey (6.8 ppg, 2.6 rpg), senior
forward Khari McQueen (6.0 ppg, 3.0 rpg), junior
guard Jon Mends (3.0 ppg, 3.0 apg) and senior
forward Brian Radakovich (4.6 ppg, 3.1 rpg) -- who
were at some point in the starting lineup in 2003-04.

  • YSU will have eight new players -- including six
first-year players and one redshirt -- on the court this
season.

  • Sixth-year head coach John Robic is no stranger to
success.  He was a member of Larry Brown’s staff at
Kansas during the Jayhawks’ national championship
season of 1987-88 and a part of John Calipari’s UMass
crew that advanced to the 1996 Final Four.

  • The Penguins picked up one of their biggest wins in
2003-04, by defeating Horizon League regular-season
champ and NIT participant UW-Milwaukee, 85-84.

METRO ATLANTIC ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

FAIRFIELD STAGS (19-11)

  • Fairfield head coach Tim O’Toole enters his eighth
season with an 88-86 record (.506).  O’Toole -- the
2004 MAAC Coach of the Year -- has compiled a 38-23
mark (.623) over the past two seasons.

  • As a player, O’Toole paced the Stags to the 1987
NCAA Tournament, where they faced eventual
champion Indiana.

  • Fairfield is powered by 6-9 senior forward Deng Gai
(13.3 ppg, 8.6 rpg).  Gai played in the first 16 games
of the 2003-04 campaign, but missed the final 13
games.  Up until his absence, he was ranked third in
NCAA Division I for blocks per game (4.1).

  • Four starters return from the 2003-04 unit -- Gai, 6-0
junior guard Terrence Todd (14.9 ppg, 4.9 rpg, 3.3
apg), 6-5 junior guard DeWitt Maxwell (10.9 ppg, 4.9
rpg), 6-4 junior guard Michael Bell (8.2 ppg, 2.6 rpg)
and 5-5 senior guard Tyquawn Goode (5.6 ppg, 3.3
apg, 2.7 rpg).

  • Goode was named the 2004 MAAC Defensive Player
of the Year, while Gai took the honor in 2002 and 2003.

MANHATTAN JASPERS (25-6)

  • Manhattan has made back-to-back appearances in
the NCAA Tournament and claimed a first-round victory
over No. 5 Florida in the 2004 NCAA Tournament.

  • The Jaspers earned the league’s automatic bid to the
NCAA Tournament in 2004 by winning their second-
consecutive MAAC Tournament -- the school’s third
overall -- with a 62-61 victory over Niagara.

  • Led by sixth-year head coach Bobby Gonzalez,
Manhattan has posted 20-plus win seasons for the
past three years.  Gonzalez has a five-year mark of
94-52 with the Jaspers and a 64-28 league slate.

  • During the 2004 Bracket Buster Saturday series, the
Jaspers captured an 83-76 win at Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, shooting 56.6 percent (30-for-53) from the
field and committing just 11 turnovers.

  • Manhattan returns three of five starters -- 6-5 senior
forward Peter Mulligan (10.9 ppg, 4.4 rpg), 6-5 junior
forward Mike Konovelchick (6.6 ppg, 3.3 rpg) and 6-0
junior guard Jason Wingate (5.2 ppg, 2.6 apg) -- from
its 2004 NCAA Tournament team.

NIAGARA PURPLE EAGLES (22-10)

  • Niagara, which ranked eighth nationally in scoring
offense (81.6 points/game), earned a spot in the 2004
NIT and defeated Troy State, 87-83, in the first round.

  • Purple Eagle head coach Joe Mihalich owns a 106-73
mark (.592) in six seasons at Niagara.  He has
produced an 81-51 record (.614) in MAAC play.

  • Niagara returns a trio of starters from the 2003-04
squad, including 6-8 senior forward Juan Mendez
(20.5 ppg, 8.8 rpg, 1.8 bpg), 6-3 senior guard David
Brooks (12.5 ppg, 4.2 rpg, 2.5 apg) and 6-1 senior
guard Alvin Cruz (9.0 ppg, 3.3 rpg).

  • Cruz led the league in assists (6.0 apg) and finished
16th in the country during his junior campaign.

MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE

AKRON ZIPS (13-15)

  • Akron features the lone coaching change in the MAC,
as former Central Michigan University head coach
Keith Dambrot (1991-1993) takes over the Zips’
program.  His career coaching record of 108-70
includes stops at CMU (20-34), Ashland (48-13) and
Tiffin (40-23).



  • Prior to joining the Zips’ staff as an assistant in 2001,
Dambrot was head coach at Akron’s St. Vincent-St.
Mary High School, where he tutored current Cleveland
Cavaliers star Lebron James and the Fighting Irish to a
69-10 slate.

  • Last year’s squad started 6-2 with only early season
losses at ranked Cincinnati and North Carolina.

  • Sophomore forward Jeremiah Wood (9.9 ppg, 7.3
rpg) was named to the MAC All-Freshmen Team after
leading the Zips in rebounding.

  • Sophomore guard Dru Joyce (6.2 ppg, 2.5 apg) also
had a solid freshman campaign in 2004.  In 10 games
as a starter, he averaged 7.5 ppg and 2.8 apg.

BALL STATE CARDINALS (14-15)

  • Ball State head coach Tim Buckley has guided the
Cardinals to an average of 17 wins per season in his
first four years at the helm.

  • The 2004-05 BSU squad returns three starters --
guards Matt McCollom (9.6 ppg), Dennis Trammel
(13.2 ppg) and Peyton Stovall (7.2 ppg).

  • Stovall was named to the MAC All-Freshmen Team by
averaging 2.8 rpg, dishing out a team-high 110 assists
and forcing a team-best 34 steals.

  • Despite a sub-.500 record, last season’s unit put
together winning streaks of five and four games.  The
non-conference slate included games versus eventual
national champion Connecticut as well as Xavier,
Butler and Western Kentucky.

BOWLING GREEN FALCONS (14-17)

  • Bowling Green has a 64-44 record in the MAC over
the past six years -- the second-highest winning
percentage among conference schools in that span.

  • Falcon head coach Dan Dakich enters his eighth year
at Bowling Green having guided BGSU to a 116-90
record.  His 71 MAC only triumphs rank him 17th all-
time in league history.

  • Bowling Green returns three starters -- forward John
Reimold (15.1 ppg), forward Cory Eyink (4.9 ppg) and
guard Steven Wright (6.5 ppg) -- from last season.

  • The Falcons led the MAC -- for the second time in the
last four seasons -- and finished third nationally in free
throw percentage (.775).

BUFFALO BULLS (17-12)

  • Buffalo’s overall victory total and 11 Mid-American
Conference wins were its best showing since joining
the league in 1998.  UB’s 12 additional wins over its
2002-03 sum was the second-best improvement
nationally behind UTEP’s 16.

  • Head coach Reggie Witherspoon was tabbed as
MAC Coach of the Year by the MAC News Media
Association in 2004.  Guard Turner Battle was named
second-team all-conference and selected for the
Academic All-MAC Team for the second-consecutive
season.

  • The Bulls finished third in the league for scoring
offense (75.0 ppg), scoring margin (+3.6), field goal
percentage (.462) and three-point field goal
percentage (.379).

  • All five starters -- guards Battle (14.5 ppg, 119 assists),
Roderick Middleton (5.2 ppg, 47 assists) and Danny
Gilbert (8.8 ppg, 50 steals), forward Mario Jordan
(10.2 ppg, 4.1 rpg) and center Yassin Idbihi (10.3
ppg, 5.8 rpg) -- from last season’s team return.

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHIPPEWAS (6-24)

  • Central Michigan has won two MAC regular-season
titles since 2000 (2001 and 2003).  CMU also won the
2003 MAC Tournament and posted a first-round NCAA
Tournament victory over No. 15 Creighton, 79-73.

  • The Chippewas return six letterwinners this season,
including starters Kevin Nelson (12.3 ppg) and Tony
Bowne.  Nelson hit 75 three-pointers, and Bowne was
a starter on CMU’s 2003 NCAA Tournament team.

  • CMU has defeated a ranked team in each of the last
two campaigns -- 79-73 over No. 15 Creighton in 2003
and 69-68 at No. 23 Notre Dame last season.  The
Chippewas also sport recent wins at Purdue (2000-01)
and Michigan (2002-03).

  • Eight newcomers -- including redshirt freshman Justin
Blevins and 7-1 true freshman Drew Walker (the tallest
player in CMU history) -- will look to make an impact.

EASTERN MICHIGAN EAGLES (13-15)

  • Eastern Michigan head coach Jim Boone is in his
19th season as an intercollegiate head coach.  He
recorded his 300th win on Dec. 23, 2003, with an 85-55
EMU victory over visiting Northern Colorado.



  • Junior Markus Austin (13.5 ppg, 123 three-pointers) is
the 23rd EMU player to reach the 1,000-point plateau
with 1,011 points scored through his first three
seasons.

  • The 2004-05 Eagles’ one-two frontcourt combination of
John Bowler (13.3 ppg, 8.3 rpg) and James “Boo”
Jackson (10.6 ppg, 8.0 rpg).  Bowler was second in
the league in rebounding, while Jackson was third.

  • Bowler tied for the MAC lead in double-doubles last
season with 10.

KENT STATE GOLDEN FLASHES (22-9)

  • Kent State is looking for its seventh-consecutive 20-
win season in 2004-05.  The Golden Flashes are one
of just 15 teams in NCAA Division I to win 20 games
each of the last six campaigns.

  • The Golden Flashes, who have won four-straight MAC
East Division titles and played in the MAC Tournament
championship game five of the last six seasons, have
made six-consecutive postseason appearances
(three in the NCAA Tournament and three in the NIT).

  • Kent State returns two starters from 2003-04, including
junior point guard DeAndre Haynes (10.4 ppg, 4.2 rpg,
5.8 apg).  Haynes was named an honorable mention
All-MAC selection in 2004.

  • Junior center Nate Gerwig returns to the lineup after
missing last season due to a knee injury.  He started
as a freshman and sophomore for Kent State.

  • Last season, Kent State scored a 70-55 Bracket
Buster Saturday victory over Creighton.

MIAMI REDHAWKS (18-11)

  • Miami head coach Charlie Coles has 230 career
wins, which ranks third all-time in MAC history.  Coles’
140 MAC only triumphs also rank third.

  • The RedHawks led the MAC in scoring defense (61.8
ppg), and in the last 12 seasons, the Miami program
has topped the league charts in fewest points allowed
on nine occasions.

  • Miami returns four starters -- guards Josh Hausfeld
(7.5 ppg) and Chet Mason (10.3 ppg), forward Danny
Horace (9.9 ppg, 5.8 rpg) and forward/center Monty
St. Clair (3.7 ppg, 2.2 rpg) -- and 10 letterwinners from
last year’s team.

  • Mason, who has made 82-straight starts -- compiled
7.9 rebounds per game in 2003-04 -- the most by a
Miami guard since John Powell’s 9.2 in 1956.

  • The RedHawks captured their initial Bracket Buster
Saturday game in 2004, winning 75-66 over Southwest
Missouri State at home.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES (10-20)

  • Northern Illinois head coach Rob Judson has
directed the Huskies to a 39-50 record in his three
seasons.  His 2003 NIU squad won 17 games.

  • Returning to the starting lineup in 2004-05 are forward
Todd Peterson (7.4 ppg, 2.4 rpg) and guard Anthony
Maestranzi (6.9 ppg, 3.8 apg).  Also back is 6-11
center James Hughes (3.3 ppg, 4.9 rpg, 53 blocked
shots).

  • NIU’s non-conference slate includes a Bracket Buster
Saturday return game versus Bradley as well as road
tilts at DePaul and Kansas State.

  • Youth will again dominate the Huskies roster, as 6-9
forward/center Jonathan Byrd (1.0 ppg, 1.6 rpg) is the
lone senior.  The remainder of the roster shows three
juniors, six sophomores and three freshmen.

OHIO BOBCATS (10-20)

  • Ohio head coach Tim O’Shea begins his fourth
campaign as mentor of the Bobcats’ program with a
record of 41-47.

  • The Bobcats have a chance to get off to a good start
this season, as they play their first three games at
home (San Francisco, Butler and Navy).  Last year,
Ohio was 8-4 at home but only 1-13 on the road.

  • Ohio’s top returnees are guards Terren Harbut (9.2
ppg) and Sonny Troutman (9.2 ppg, 4.2 rpg) and
forward Clay McGowen (2.8 ppg, 3.8 rpg).

  • In 2003-04, the Bobcats had a late-season, 60-59 win
over MAC East Division champion Kent State as well
as a triumph over MAC East runner-up Miami.

TOLEDO ROCKETS (20-11)

  • Toledo returns all five starters from last year’s team
which participated in the NIT and posted wins over
MAC champion Western Michigan and Conference
USA co-champ DePaul.

  • Head coach Stan Joplin is in his ninth season at his
alma mater.  He has a 137-99 overall record and an
80-64 record in league games.  He stands 12th on the
all-time MAC list for overall and league-only triumphs.



  • The Rockets are led by two-time All-MAC selection
and All-America candidate Keith Triplett (19.6 ppg,
3.1 apg, 2.6 spg).  A 6-3 guard, he led the MAC in
steals, was second in scoring and third in free throw
percentage (.804) and three-point field goal
percentage (.415).

  • Joining Triplett as returning starters are guards
Sammy Villegas (13.7 ppg) and Justin Ingram (10.0
ppg), forward Florentino Valencia (6.8 ppg) and
center Allen Pinson (5.4 ppg).

  • Toledo has produced back-to-back MAC Freshman of
the Year choices in Villegas (2003) and Ingram (2004).

WESTERN MICHIGAN BRONCOS (26-5)

  • Western Michigan captured both the MAC regular-
season championship (15-3) and the MAC Tournament
in 2004 -- its first season under head coach Steve
Hawkins.

  • Three starters -- all guards -- and nine letterwinners
return for this year’s WMU unit.  Brian Snider (5.5 ppg,
149 assists), Rickey Willis (3.0 ppg, 75 assists) and
Ben Reed (16.0 ppg, 4.9 rpg, 67 assists) will lead the
Broncos.

  • Western Michigan -- which had an 11-game win streak
and at one point won 17 of 18 games -- scored a
Bracket Buster Saturday win over the College of
Charleston -- 83-78 in overtime -- in 2004.

  • WMU produced victories over Pacific 10
Conference foes USC and Arizona State and
Conference USA co-champion UAB.

MID-CONTINENT CONFERENCE

ORAL ROBERTS GOLDEN EAGLES (17-11)

  • Oral Roberts has finished among the top two teams in
the final Mid-Con standings four times in seven
seasons since joining the league prior to the 1997-98
campaign.  The Golden Eagles have averaged 15.7
wins per season since joining the Mid-Con and have
finished above .500 five times in that span.

  • ORU head coach Scott Sutton -- son of legendary
coach Eddie Sutton -- ranks second on the school’s
career victories list (75) through just five seasons on
the Golden Eagle bench.

  • Oral Roberts boasted the nation’s top scoring
freshman duo in 2003-04 in 6-7 forward Caleb Green
(17.1 ppg) and 6-1 guard Ken Tutt (20.7 ppg).  Tutt

was the second-leading freshman scorer nationally,
while Green had a Mid-Con best 15 double-doubles.

  • Green and Tutt were the first freshman teammates to
be named to any conference’s all-conference first-
team unit since John Kimball and Les White did the
trick for Wyoming in 1930-31.

  • ORU returns a terrific point guard tandem in three-year
starter Luke Spencer-Gardner (436 career assists)
and 5-9 junior Jonathan Bluitt (6.11 apg).  A 6-1
senior, Spencer-Gardner redshirted in 2003-04 with a
leg injury, while Bluitt led the Mid-Con in assists per
game.

VALPARAISO CRUSADERS (18-13)

  • Valparaiso has captured either the league’s regular-
season or tournament title each of the last 10 years,
winning both on seven occasions, including 2004.
Valpo has made seven NCAA Tournament
appearances since 1996 and has appeared in the
postseason eight times in the last 10 seasons.

  • Valparaiso has won at least 20 games nine times in
the last 11 seasons and has appeared in the Mid-Con
Tournament title game 10-straight years.

  • Now in his second tour of duty on the Valpo bench,
head coach Homer Drew ranks 15th among active
NCAA Division I coaches with 523 career wins through
27 seasons.  The four-time conference Coach of the
Year is the Mid-Con’s all-time leader in terms of
overall games coached (451) and wins (254), as well
as league games coached (234) and wins (139).

  • Valparaiso is one of only two Mid-Con schools to
reach the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament, topping
Mississippi and Florida State in its first two games of
the 1998 NCAA Tournament.

  • The Crusaders welcome back two starters -- 6-8 junior
forward Dan Oppland (15.7 ppg, 7.2 rpg) and 6-6
senior guard Ali Berdiel (11.3 ppg, 6.0 apg, 1.68 spg)
-- who both earned second-team all-conference
honors last season.

MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE

BRADLEY BRAVES (15-16)

  • Bradley head coach Jim Les – the Missouri Valley
Conference Player of the Year in 1986 – is in his third
season at his alma mater and holds a 27-34 record.



  • Junior Marcellus Sommerville had a breakout year in
2004, after being selected to the first-team All-Missouri
Valley Conference squad and earning the league’s
Newcomer of the Year award.  A 6-7 forward, he led
the loop in rebounding  (7.3 rpg) and was third in
scoring (15.6 ppg).

  • The Braves return two starters from their 2003-04 unit,
including Sommerville and 7-0 junior center Brandyn
Heemskerk (1.3 ppg, 2.3 rpg). BU also welcomes
seven new players to this year’s roster.

  • In Bracket Buster II action, Sommerville scored 13
points and pulled down a team-high seven rebounds,
as the Braves defeated Northern Illinois, 76-67, at
Carver Arena.

CREIGHTON BLUEJAYS (20-9)

  • Creighton had its string of five-straight trips to the
NCAA Tournament -- just one NCAA slot shy of
Cincinnati’s league-record string of six consecutive
NCAA showings (1958-63) -- snapped in 2003-04.

  • With an appearance in the 2004 NIT, Creighton has
qualified for postseason play in seven-straight
seasons (NCAA in 1999-2003 and NIT in 1998 and
2004), which is tied for the second-longest streak
of bids in MVC history.

  • In the last six seasons, Creighton has won four State
Farm/MVC Tournament titles and has posted at least
20 wins each campaign.

  • The Bluejays return only 2003-04 backcourt starters --
junior guard Nate Funk (11.1 ppg, 2.7 apg) led the
team in scoring and assists in 2004, while junior
Johnny Mathies (7.8 ppg, 1.6 rpg) started the final 20
games at point guard.

  • Senior point guard Tyler McKinney was limited to just
10 games last year after suffering from vision
problems caused by a bacterial virus known as
acanthamoeba. He has had two corneal transplants in
March and April and his status for the 2004-05 season
is unknown until October. CU is 54-9 when McKinney
starts and 18-14 when he does not.

  • The Rawlings/Missouri Valley Conference Coach of
the Year in 2001 and 2002, Dana Altman -- the
school’s all-time winningest coach is five wins shy of
200 at 195-109 in his 11 years at Creighton.

  • CU fell to 1-1 in the Bracket Buster Saturday series
after losing, 70-55, at Kent State in 2004.  Mathies
scored nine points and had two assists in 27 minutes.

DRAKE BULLDOGS (12-16)

  • Drake returns all five starters -- senior guard Lonnie
Randolph (12.0 ppg, 4.2 rpg), junior guard Chaun
Brooks (8.1 ppg, 3.2 rpg), sophomore forward
Klayton Korver (7.8 ppg, 3.6 rpg), senior forward Pete
Eggers (5.4 ppg, 2.5 rpg) and 6-9 senior center David
Bancroft (4.5 ppg, 3.4 rpg) -- from its 2003-04 club.

  • Randolph was a second-team All-MVC selection and a
member of the MVC’s All-Defensive Team after
pacing the league in steals (70).  He became the
first player in school history to accumulate back-to-
back 100 assist seasons in 2002-03 (103) and 2003-04
(106).

  • Head coach Tom Davis begins his second campaign
at Drake and 29th season in coaching with a career
record of 555-306. Drake saw a 40-percent increase in
home attendance, averaging 5,757 for 13 games.

  • Drake’s uptempo pressure defense produced 321
steals, finishing third nationally with 11.5 per game.
The Bulldogs became the fourth MVC team in history
to collect over 300 steals in a season.

  • In Bracket Buster II action, Randolph scored a team-
high 19 points in 34 minutes, as the Bulldogs won an
overtime thriller at Akron, 82-78.

EVANSVILLE PURPLE ACES (7-22)

  • Head coach Steve Merfeld’s third Evansville team is
a young group, with 11 of the 15 players on the roster
being sophomores (nine) and freshmen (two).

  • The Purple Aces return a pair of talented seniors in
guard Andre Burton (9.3 ppg, 2.8 rpg) and point
guard Lucious Wagner (8.8 ppg, 4.4 apg).

  • Wagner became the first Evansville player in seven
seasons to score at least 200 points (254) and dish
out at least 100 assists (132). He enters his senior
year with 246 career assists, just six shy of UE’s all-
time career top 10.

  • UE also boasts a solid sophomore class, headed by
forward Matt Webster (7.7 ppg), forward Justin Petty
(3.5 ppg) and center Bradley Strickland (1.3 bpg).
Strickland notched MVC All-Freshman Team honors
after leading the league in blocks.

  • In its first Bracket Buster action, Evansville fell at
Central Michigan, 90-73, in 2004 despite 10 points and
three blocked shots from Strickland.



ILLINOIS STATE REDBIRDS (10-19)

  • Porter Moser is in his second year at Illinois State,
after serving as head coach at Arkansas-Little Rock
(54-34) for three seasons.

  • The Redbirds return four starters -- senior guard Vince
Greene (8.3 ppg, 2.0 rpg), senior guard Trey Guidry
(15.2 ppg, 3.2 rpg), junior forward Gregg Alexander
(6.5 ppg, 2.5 rpg) and sophomore forward Greg
Dilligard (4.9 ppg, 4.1 rpg).

  • Guidry received MVC honorable mention honors and
was named the league’s All-Bench Team Captain. He
made 86 three-point field goals in 2004 -- third on the
Illinois State single-season chart -- and ranked sixth
nationally in three-point field goal percentage (46
percent).

  • Illinois State is undefeated in Bracket Buster play after
winning at Marshall, 57-53, in 2003 and edging Loyola-
Chicago, 77-71, in 2004. Guidry scored a team-high 21
points, including 8-8 from the foul line, to pace the
Redbirds versus Loyola.

UNI PANTHERS (21-10)

  • UNI had its most successful campaign since joining
the league in 1992 by finishing in a three-way tie for
second place in the regular-season standings and
compiling its best MVC only mark (12-6).  The
Panthers earned the #2 seed in the State Farm/MVC
Tournament -- their highest seed ever -- and then won
their first-ever MVC Tournament crown.

  • In 2003-04, the Panthers set single-season school
records for three-point field goals made (223) and
three-point field goals attempted (360). Since Greg
McDermott -- 46-42 in his fourth season at his alma
mater -- took over as head coach, his three UNI
squads have the school’s top three single-season
totals for both three-pointers made and attempted.

  • UNI returns three backcourt starters -- junior Erik
Crawford (10.4 ppg, 5.2 rpg and a member of the
league’s All-Newcomer Team), sophomore Brooks
McKowen (7.5 ppg, 2.7 apg and an All-Freshman
Team choice) and junior Ben Jacobson (14.0 ppg, 4.0
rpg and honorable mention All-MVC selection).

  • The Panthers’ leading scorer a year ago, Jacobson
was named the State Farm/MVC Tournament Most
Outstanding Player after UNI’s 79-74 double-overtime
victory over SMS in the championship game.

  • UNI is one of three MVC schools to feature a 2-0 slate
in Bracket Buster Saturday series play.  After posting a
76-71 win at Louisiana Tech in 2003, UNI went on the
road again to beat UW-Green Bay, 82-75, in 2004.

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SALUKIS (25-5)

  • After playing point guard at SIU from 1990-94, Chris
Lowery, 32, returns to his alma mater for his first head
coaching position.  He was an assistant at SIU for
two years (2001-03) before spending last season as
an Illinois assistant for former SIU coach Bruce Weber.

  • With an appearance in the 2004 NCAA Tournament,
Southern Illinois has received three-consecutive at-
large bids to the Big Dance after winning three-straight
MVC regular-season titles. In 2002, SIU advanced to
the Sweet Sixteen, but in 2003 and 2004, the Salukis
sustained one-point losses at the hands of Missouri
and Alabama, respectively.

  • SIU returns only two starters -- senior guard Darren
Brooks (16.5 ppg, 5.7 rpg) and senior guard Stetson
Hairston (9.1 ppg, 4.2 rpg) -- from their nationally
ranked 2003-04 unit.  Brooks was the 2003-04 MVC
Player of the Year and Valley Defensive Player of the
Year, while both were members of the MVC All-
Defensive Team.

  • Brooks, who also received honorable mention All-
American laurels from Associated Press, led the
league in scoring average and finished second in
steals (2.0 spg).

  • While the Salukis graduated three starters, there is
plenty of experience from the bench -- 6-5 senior
forward LaMar Owen (8.4 ppg, 4.3 rpg, 2004 MVC
Sixth-Man of the Year) and 6-1 sophomore guard
Jamaal Tatum (7.8 ppg, 2.0 rpg, MVC All-Freshman
Team choice).

  • Redshirt freshmen forwards Randal Falker (6-7, 225)
and Jamaal Foster (6-9, 210) should contribute key
minutes in the post.

  • Southern Illinois is undefeated in Bracket Buster
Saturday series play after beating Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, 66-64, in 2003 (ESPN2), and Hawai’i, 66-
62, in 2004 (ESPN), in a pair of nationally televised
games.



SOUTHWEST MISSOURI STATE BEARS (19-14)

  • Head coach Barry Hinson enters his sixth year at the
helm of the SMS program, posting a 89-68 record in
that time, and a career head coaching mark of 125-91
over seven seasons.  In 2004, one of Hinson’s teams
made its second trip to the State Farm/MVC
Tournament finals, only to lose a heartbreaking 79-74
double-overtime decision to UNI.

  • SMS returns three starters -- senior forward Tamarr
Maclin (5.1 ppg, 5.2 rpg), senior guard Anthony
Shavies (6.4 ppg, 2.4 rpg) and sophomore guard
Blake Ahearn (10.5 ppg, 1.1 rpg).

  • The league’s 2004 Freshman of the Year, Ahearn was
a member of both MVC All-Freshman and All-
Newcomer Teams. Additionally, he set an NCAA
Division I record for single-season free throw
percentage (.975 -- 117 of 120).

  • In its first Bracket Buster Saturday series action, SMS
fought back from a slow start, but fell to Miami of Ohio,
75-66, at Oxford, Ohio.

WICHITA STATE SHOCKERS (21-11)

  • Entering his fifth season at Wichita State, Mark
Turgeon holds a record of 63-57. He is the first coach
in Shocker history to show improvement in total wins
in each of his first four seasons.

  • Consecutive postseason appearances have been
hard to come by since the late 1980s for Wichita State,
but the Shockers qualified for the NIT in 2003 when
they were defeated by Iowa State, 76-65, and again in
2004 when WSU fell to Florida State, 91-84, in OT.

  • In 2003--04, Wichita State led the league in several
categories -- scoring offense (71.8 ppg), field goal
percentage (.436), assists (16.53 apg), field goal
percentage defense (.394) and three-point field goal
percentage defense (.293).

  • The Shockers return four starters -- senior forward
Jamar Howard (13.8 ppg, 5.8 rpg), senior forward Rob
Kampman (9.0 ppg, 5.2 rpg), senior guard Randy
Burns (12.4 ppg, 4.4 rpg) and junior center Paul
Miller (8.6 ppg, 5.6 rpg).

  • Howard was a 2004 first-team All-MVC choice and an
All-Defensive Team selection, while Burns was a 2004
second-team all-conference pick.  Kampman was
tabbed for the 2004 MVC Most-Improved squad.

  • Competing in its initial Bracket Buster Saturday series
game, WSU received 15 points and eight boards form
Howard, as the Shockers defeated Austin Peay, 62-47,
at Charles Koch Arena in front of 10,043 fans in 2004.

OHIO VALLEY CONFERENCE

AUSTIN PEAY GOVERNORS (22-10)

  • Posting an unprecedented 16-0 league record en
route to its sixth regular-season OVC title in 2003-04,
Austin Peay reached the 20-win plateau for the fifth
time at the NCAA Division I level.  APSU has recorded
45 wins over the last two seasons, representing the
most in a two-year period in school history.

  • The Governors made their second-straight
postseason appearance in 2003-04, participating in the
NIT for the first time in school history.  APSU defeated
Belmont, 65-59, in the first round before falling at
George Mason, 66-60.

  • APSU head coach Dave Loos is 220-191 in 14
seasons with the Governors, including a 99-56 mark
over the last five campaigns.  Loos, who also serves
as the school’s director of athletics, is the only Austin
Peay coach to earn multiple OVC Coach of the Year
awards, capturing his fourth such honor in 2003-04.

  • Austin Peay returns one starter from last season’s squad
-- senior guard/forward Anthony Davis (12.8 ppg, 4.3
rpg, 2.4 apg).

MURRAY STATE RACERS (28-6)

  • Murray State is coming off an impressive 2003-04
season in which the Racers grabbed their league-
leading 12th OVC Tournament title following a second-
place conference finish (14-2).

  • The Racers, who reached the 20-win plateau for the
20th time in school history, have won a league-tying 19
OVC regular-season titles, including nine crowns in the
1990s.

  • MSU head coach Mick Cronin guided the Racers to
the second-best win total in school history and the
most for a first-year head coach at Murray State.

  • Murray State has made 18 postseason appearances --
the most of any past or present OVC member.  Seven
of those trips (six NCAA, one NIT) have occurred in
the last 10 years.  The Racers also top the league with
12 NCAA Tournament appearances, including six in
the last 10 campaigns.



  • The Racers return one starter from last season’s
squad -- senior guard Adam Chiles (10.1 ppg, 2.6
rpg, 4.6 apg).

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE

CHATTANOOGA  MOCS (19-11)

  • John Shulman is in his first season as head coach at
Chattanooga after spending the last two seasons as a
UTC assistant under Jeff Lebo.

  • Chattanooga returns two starters -- 6-7 senior forward
Chris Brown (10.6 ppg) and 6-9 senior forward
Mindaugas Katelynas (7.8 ppg) from last season’s
club that reached the championship game of the
Southern Conference Tournament.

  • Newcomer Kenny Hunt was the Virginia High School
Player of the Year after averaging 29.0 points per
game for the Class A state champions in 2003-04.

COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON COUGARS (20-9)

  • Head coach Tom Herrion followed up a 25-8 record
and a first-round NIT win at Kent State in his first
season with another 20-win campaign for College of
Charleston in 2003-04.

  • The Cougars, who have won 20 or more games in
each of the last 11 seasons, have captured or shared
11-consecutive league titles, including seven-straight
Southern Conference South Division titles.

  • College of Charleston, which has made seven
postseason appearances (four in NCAA and three in
NIT) in the past 11 campaigns, has a 308-81 record
since joining the NCAA Division I level in 1991.

EAST TENNESSEE STATE BUCCANEERS (27-6)

  • East Tennessee State, which has made back-to-back
NCAA Tournament appearances, returns the three-
guard set of juniors Tim Smith (16.0 ppg) and Ben
Rhoda (10.7 ppg, 4.4 rpg) and senior James Anthony
(9.6 ppg, 3.2 rpg).

  • Smith is a two-time Southern Conference Tournament
most valuable player choice and earned first-team all-
conference honors as a sophomore in 2003-04.

  • Seniors Sam Oatman and Michael Tolliver bring a
wealth of experience to the floor, while sophomores
Travis Strong and Aaron Scott showed a great deal
of potential last season.

  • Under the basket, junior Brad Nuckles is the
Buccaneers’ tallest player at 6-9 and will be counted
on to raise his game with the loss of standout forwards
Zakee Wadood and Jerald Fields.

GEORGIA SOUTHERN EAGLES (21-8)

  • In 2003-04, Georgia Southern posted its first 20-win
season since 1991-92 (25-6).  Head coach Jeff Price
became just the third coach to lead the Eagles to a
20-victory campaign.

  • Senior guard Terry Williams (12.1 ppg, 5.4 apg)
dished out 158 assists -- the seventh-best single-
season total in Georgia Southern history -- in 2003-04.

  • An All-Southern Conference choice, Williams led the
league in assist-to-turnover ratio (2.36) and ranked
seventh nationally in free throw percentage (.900).

  • In 2003-04, the Eagles took the Southern Conference
South Division championship for the second time in
three seasons.

SUN BELT CONFERENCE

ARKANSAS-LITTLE ROCK TROJANS (17-12)

  • UALR head coach Steve Shields was named the
2003-04 Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year after
leading the Trojans to an East Division championship.

  • An All-Southwest Conference golfer at Baylor
University, Shields became the first coach in Sun Belt
history to earn the award in his first year as a NCAA
Division I head coach.

  • After having no starters back from their 2002-03
squad, the Trojans feature four returning starters from
their 2003-04 unit, including senior guard Brandon
Freeman (13.5 ppg).

  • A former Mr. Basketball from South Carolina, Freeman
led UALR in scoring and was a third-team All-Sun Belt
choice in 2003-04.

MIDDLE TENNESSEE BLUE RAIDERS (17-12)

  • Middle Tennessee returns four starters from a squad
that finished tied for second in the East Division of the
Sun Belt in 2003-04.

  • One of the better guards in a backcourt-rich league,
senior Mike Dean (16.2 ppg) led the Blue Raiders in
scoring after transferring from Georgia.  Dean missed
the Sun Belt Tournament due to a broken hand.



  • Middle Tennessee mentor Kermit Davis was the
youngest NCAA Division I head coach in the country
when he took over at Idaho in 1990.

  • The Blue Raiders have put together two strong
recruiting classes since Davis came on board.
Included in this year’s crop is Georgia transfer Steve
Thomas, who should be eligible after fall exams.

NEW ORLEANS PRIVATEERS (17-14)

  • After being picked last in the Sun Belt West Division in
the 2003-04 preseason coaches poll, New Orleans
finished second in the division and reached the Sun
Belt Tournament title game.

  • The 2004 Sun Belt Conference Freshman of the Year,
6-0 sophomore guard Bo McCalebb became the first
frosh in conference tournament history to be named
league tournament Most Outstanding Player.

  • The Privateers also have two players on the roster at
6-10 -- Ben Elias and Shawn Malloy.  The duo
combines to weigh 500 pounds.

  • UNO head coach Monte Towe won a NCAA Division I
national championship as the starting point guard for
North Carolina State in 1974.

WESTERN KENTUCKY HILLTOPPERS (15-13)

  • Western Kentucky sustained heavy losses -- 2003-04
Sun Belt Player of the Year Mike Wells and
Newcomer of the Year Nigel Dixon -- and returns just
six letterwinners from last season.

  • The Hilltoppers return one of the most explosive
offensive players in the league in 6-4 junior guard
Anthony Winchester.  Winchester has 87 three-
pointers in a two-year career and ranks in WKU’s top
five in three-point field goal percentage (.394).

  • Along with Winchester, the Hilltoppers will return
playmaking guards Antonio Haynes and Danny
Rumph.

  • WKU head coach Darrin Horn was an All-Sun Belt
standout and an Academic All-American as a
Hilltopper player.

  • Western Kentucky has participated in both Bracket
Buster Saturday events, defeating Ball State, 84-79, in
2003 and Marshall, 87-66, last season.

WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

BOISE STATE BRONCOS (23-10)

  • Boise State enters its third year under head coach
Greg Graham, who has installed an up-tempo
offensive scheme.

  • The Broncos are coming off a season, where they
won more national postseason games (two) than they
had in school history (one).

  • BSU returns three starters -- senior forward Jason
Ellis (8.7 ppg, 9.0 rpg), senior guard/forward
Jermaine Blackburn (13.7 ppg, 3.3 rpg) and
sophomore guard Coby Karl (9.4 ppg, 3.2 rpg) -- from
last year’s team.

  • Ellis needs just 108 rebounds to become Boise
State’s all-time leading rebounder.

  • The Broncos added five junior college transfers (four
juniors and one sophomore), one high school recruit
and a senior (Kenney Gainous) who was a member
of the BSU team from 2000-03.

FRESNO STATE BULLDOGS (14-15)

  • Fresno State returns three starters -- senior center
Mustafa Al-Sayyad (8.4 ppg, 7.3 rpg), senior guard
Marcus West (10.3 ppg) and senior guard Dreike
Bouldin (4.5 ppg, 4.7 rpg) -- and five total
letterwinners from last year’s team.

  • One of the best at his position in the WAC, Al-Sayyad
was a member of the 2004 WAC All-Defensive Team.

  • West is established as one of the best three-pointer
shooters in the WAC, while Bouldin really came on
strong late in the season.

  • In his third season at Fresno State is head coach Ray
Lopes.  Lopes owns a 34-23 record at FSU.

HAWAI’I RAINBOW WARRIORS (21-12)

  • Head coach Riley Wallace is in his 18th season at
Hawai’i.  Wallace, who has guided the ‘Bows to
postseason play nine times and three NCAA
Tournament slots, has a record of 283-228 at UH.

  • The Rainbow Warriors have advanced to postseason
for five-consecutive seasons (NCAA in 2000 and 2001
and NIT in 2002, 2003 and 2004) and made their eighth
appearance in the NIT last season, moving to the
quarterfinals.



  • Hawai’i, which has been a road team for the first two
Bracket Buster Saturday events, will play host to a
BBS game in 2005.  In the past five seasons, UH
owns a remarkable 73-14 record (.839) at the Stan
Sheriff Center.

  • The Rainbow Warriors return just one starter -- 6-10
junior forward Julian Sensley (12.3 ppg, 7.3 rpg) --
from last year’s squad.  He is the team’s top returning
scorer and rebounder.

LOUISIANA TECH BULLDOGS (15-15)

  • Louisiana Tech often went just eight players deep in
2003-04, but the Bulldogs return four talented starters.

  • Sophomore forward/center Paul Millsap (15.6 ppg,
12.5 rpg) led the NCAA in rebounds as a freshman
last season.

  • The Bulldogs also finished seventh nationally in
rebound margin and should be strong again up front
with the return of Millsap, 6-8 senior forward Wayne
Powell, 6-5 senior forward Barry Thompson and 6-8
junior forward Jeremy Johnston.

  • Marcus Elliott provides solid depth, while Jason
Bray connected on 108-of-286 attempted three-point
attempts at Collin Country Community College in 2003-
04.

NEVADA WOLF PACK (25-9)

  • Nevada finished the 2003-04 season ranked in the Top
25 (No. 21) in the USA Today/ESPN Coaches Poll for
the first time in school history.

  • The Wolf Pack, who tied with UTEP for the WAC
regular-season crown but beat the Miners in the
league tournament title game, return two starters --
sophomore forward Nick Fazekas and senior forward
Kevinn Pinkney -- from last season’s squad that
posted a school-record win total and advanced to their
first-ever NCAA Sweet 16.

  • Fazekas finished second on the team in scoring
(12.6 ppg) and led the squad in both rebounding (7.6
rpg) and blocked shots (1.3 bpg).

  • Nevada completed the 2003-04 season undefeated at
home (15-0), including a 75-61 win over then sixth-
ranked Kansas.  It was the first time a Wolf Pack team
went unblemished at home since the 1965-66 season.

RICE OWLS (22-11)

  • Head coach Willis Wilson is in his 13th season at
Rice and has a career record of 169-175.

  • Wilson, who established Rice’s record for career
coaching wins in 2002-03, reached a milestone with
his 300th game as Owls’ head coach and owns the
longest tenure of any Rice head basketball coach.

  • Senior forward Michael Harris has 1,375 career points
and needs 532 to surpass Brent Scott’s school record
of 1,906.  He also ranks fifth all-time at Rice in
rebounds (748) and needs 302 boards to pass Scott’s
1,049 career total.

  • Versatile senior Jason McKrieth set a Rice record by
making 38-consecutive free throws in 2003-04.  He
scored a league-high and career-high 36 points with
eight rebounds and six assists in a win over Tulsa.

  • Senior Brock Gillespie has 718 career points and
needs 283 to become the 27th Owl and 11th under
Coach Wilson to score 1,000 points.

  • When Gillespie scores his 1,000th point, it will mark
the first time in Rice history that three players in the
same class scored over 1,000 points.

SAN JOSE STATE SPARTANS (6-23)

  • San Jose State head coach Phil Johnson enters his
fourth season at SJSU.  He will attempt to guide the
Spartans to their first winning season since 1993-94.

  • The Spartans’ four returning letterwinners -- 6-3 senior
guard Kareem Guilbeaux (3.9 ppg, 2.6 rpg), 6-5
senior guard/forward Michael McFadden (7.0 ppg, 2.1
rpg), 6-7 sophomore forward Lance Holloway (0.7
ppg, 0.9 rpg) and 6-7 senior forward Marquin
Chandler (9.8 ppg, 4.1 rpg).

  • Chandler was the Spartans’ leading scorer in league
play, averaging 11.7 points per contest, and in his last
seven tilts, he scored 20 or more points three times.

  • San Jose State added a pair of 2003-04 NJCAA All-
Americans in guard Donta Watson and swingman Eric
Bloom.

SMU MUSTANGS (12-18)

  • SMU, which is coming off its first losing season in
eight campaigns, posted wins over two teams that
advanced to the NCAA Tournament -- Texas Tech and
Nevada.



  • The Mustangs have won 33 of the last 34 games in
which they have held an opponent to less than 60
points.

  • Jimmy Tubbs, who was an assistant at SMU for 12
seasons before spending the last two campaigns at
Oklahoma, is in his first season as a collegiate head
coach.

  • SMU returns four players -- 6-0 junior guard Bryan
Hopkins (17.7 ppg, 3.7 rpg), 6-9 senior forward
Patrick Simpson (11.3 ppg, 6.0 rpg), 6-8 senior
forward Eric Castro (9.9 ppg, 5.6 rpg) and 6-5 senior
guard Justin Isham (7.8 ppg, 3.4 rpg) -- that have
each started two or more seasons, including two
three-year starters.

UTEP MINERS (24-8)

  • UTEP returns 75 percent of its scoring, 73 percent of
its rebounding and 76 percent of its assists from last
year’s squad.  The Miners are the only team to return
four players who averaged double figures in scoring
last season.

  • The Miners went from 6-24 in 2002-03 to 24-8 in 2003-
04 -- tying the NCAA record for single-season
turnaround which was originally set by Mercer in 2003.

  • Senior forward Omar Thomas led the Miners in
scoring (15.5 ppg) last season despite averaging just
22.5 minutes per contest.

  • Junior Jason Williams became just the third forward in
school history to register at least 100 assists (112) last
campaign.

  • Junior center John Tofi has scored 347 points in each
of his first two seasons at UTEP.  Last year, he scored
in double figures in 19 of 32 tilts, averaging 10.8 ppg.

  • Senior guard Filberto Rivera was a first-team All-WAC
choice in 2003-04 and was also tabbed to the
league’s All-Defensive Team.

TULSA GOLDEN HURRICANE (9-20)

  • Head coach John Phillips has a three-year record of
59-37 at Tulsa. He is one of just four Hurricane
coaches to win 20 games in their first two seasons.

  • Tulsa returns 75.3 percent of its scoring and 88.6
percent of its rebounding from last season.  The
Hurricane had nine different starting lineups last year
and returns nine players who averaged double-figure
minutes.

  • Senior Jarius Glenn needs 78 more rebounds to
reach the 500-board plateau and 166 points to attain
the 1,000-point career mark.

  • A 6-10 sophomore, Charles Ramsdell is a two-sport
student-athlete at Tulsa.  He placed second in the
high jump at the 2004 WAC Outdoor Track
Championship with a school-record effort of 6 feet, 11
inches.

  • Prior to arriving at Tulsa in 2003-04, 6-10 sophomore
Brian Cardwell played professional baseball for four
years in the Toronto Blue Jays organization.



2005 BRACKET BUSTER SATURDAY SERIES FACT SHEET
  • Bracket Buster Saturday Series Format.  Now in its third year, Bracket Buster

Saturday is an ESPN television property that was tremendously successful with
its first two events in February of 2003 and 2004.

The event has allowed Division I conferences to participate in a cutting-edge
format that involves “wild-card” scheduling for the pool of participating teams, with
half of the Bracket Buster Saturday teams pre-designated as “home” and the
remaining half as “road” teams.

  • What Makes Bracket Buster Saturday Different from Other Events.  What
sets Bracket Buster Saturday Series apart from other made-for-television events is
that the pairing of teams is not pre-determined.  The actual pairing takes place
three weeks in advance of the event, and those match-ups are determined on the
basis of regular-season play.

Another important component for Bracket Buster Saturday participants is future
scheduling.  Each team that participates in the Bracket Buster Saturday series any
given year agrees to enter into a home-and-home series with its to-be-named
opponent.  The return game of each series is made in November or December in
the season following the Bracket Buster Saturday game; this return game allows
for the completion of the two-game series contract and is not part of the Bracket
Buster Saturday event in that second year.

  • What’s New for Bracket Buster Saturday.  Next February 19, the 2005 Bracket
Buster Saturday will take place with a total pool of 64 teams representing 13
conferences in a 32-game, one-day event.  In an effort to provide a greater
opportunity for NCAA Tournament-caliber teams, the event has expanded its pool
of teams (18 in 2003 and 46 in 2004) each year to produce a better cross section
of squads for the basketball bonanza.

A total of 11 games will be televised, including six games on ESPN or ESPN2,
and the remaining five games on ESPN’s Full Court (a national subscription
service) and on regional and local syndication.  The remaining 21 games will not
be televised.

  • 2005 Bracket Buster Saturday Pool versus Field.  The Bracket Busters Saturday Series pool is defined as the original 64
participating teams prior to the pairing of teams for the television package.  The Bracket Busters Saturday Series field is
defined as the 22 teams chosen for the 11 games televised on the ESPN family of networks (ESPN, ESPN2 and ESPN Full Court).

  • 2005 Bracket Buster Saturday Pool.  The pool of teams in the Bracket Busters Saturday Series represents six Sweet Sixteen
squads, including two teams -- Tulsa (2000) and Kent State (2002) -- that advanced to regional finals in the last five NCAA
Tournaments.  In all, the Bracket Buster Saturday pool boasts a total of 47 team appearances in the last five NCAA
Tournaments, including 24 team appearances and two Sweet Sixteen squads -- Butler (2003) and Nevada (2004) -- in the last
two NCAA Tournaments.

  • 2005 Bracket Buster Saturday Evaluation and Pairings Process.  The evaluation and pairings of teams for the 11-game
ESPN television package will be made by the staff of ESPN, in consultation with conference commissioners of participating
conferences.  Consideration will be given to avoiding match-ups of conference teams and match-ups of any teams that have
already met during the current season.  Beginning in January, conference telephone calls will be conducted with the
commissioners and ESPN personnel with the purposes of reviewing teams for the BBS field.  ESPN, in consultation with the
conference commissioners, will make pairings decisions on Sunday morning, January 30.  Pairing decisions for the remaining
21 games will be announced by Thursday, February 3, 2005.

  • 2004 Bracket Buster Saturday Highlights.  A total of 23 games were played on February 21, 2004, with five of those televised
on the ESPN family of networks.  Kent State began the ESPN2 slate of games with a 70-55 victory over Creighton, while
Manhattan followed with an 83-76 victory over Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  Also on ESPN2, Western Michigan defeated the College
of Charleston (83-78 in OT), and No. 6 Gonzaga won at Tulsa (76-56).  Five games were aired on ESPN Full Court with Rice
edging Louisiana-Lafayette (81-76), East Tennessee State winning at Fresno State (66-62), Miami (Ohio) defeating Southwest
Missouri State (75-66), Wichita State besting Austin Peay (62-47) and Nevada slipping by Toledo (60-58).  In front of a soldout
crowd at the SIU Arena, No. 20 Southern Illinois edged Hawai’i, 66-62, in the final game of the day on ESPN.

2005 Bracket Buster Saturday
Record in NCAA Tournament

Last Two Years W L
First Round 6 19
Second Round 2 4
Regional Semis 0 2

Last Five Years W L
First Round 14 34
Second Round 5 9
Regional Semis 2 3
Regional Final 0 2

Last Ten Years W L
First Round 32 59
Second Round 9 23
Regional Semis 2 7
Regional Final 0 2

2005 Bracket Buster Saturday
Record in the NIT

Last Ten Years W L
First Round 31 42
Second Round 13 18
Third Round 4 8
Quarterfinals 0 1
Semifinals 1 2
Final 1 0
Consolation 0 2



2005 BRACKET BUSTER SATURDAY SERIES FIELD
IN THE LAST FIVE NCAA TOURNAMENTS

1999-00
School Conference Foe Result
Butler Horizon League Florida L, 69-68 (OT)

Ball State Mid-American UCLA L, 65-57

Valparaiso Mid-Continent Michigan State L, 65-38

Creighton Missouri Valley Auburn L, 72-69

Fresno State Western Athletic Wisconsin L, 66-56

Tulsa Western Athletic UNLV W, 89-62
Cincinnati W, 69-61
Miami, Fla. W, 80-71
North Carolina L, 59-55

2000-01
School Conference Foe Result
Cal State Northridge Big Sky Kansas L, 99-75

George Mason Colonial Athletic Association Maryland L, 83-80

Butler Horizon League Wake Forest W, 79-63
Arizona L, 73-52

Kent State Mid-American Indiana W, 77-73
Cincinnati L, 66-43

Creighton Missouri Valley Iowa L, 69-56

Western Kentucky Sun Belt Florida L, 69-56

Fresno State Western Athletic California W, 82-70
Michigan State L, 81-65

Hawai’i Western Athletic Syracuse L, 79-69

2001-02
School Conference Foe Result
Illinois-Chicago Horizon League Oklahoma L, 71-63

Kent State Mid-American Oklahoma State W, 69-61
Alabama W, 71-58
Pittsburgh W, 78-73 (OT)
Indiana L, 81-69

Valparaiso Mid-Continent Kentucky L, 83-68

Creighton Missouri Valley Florida W, 83-82 (2OT)
Illinois L, 72-60

Southern Illinois Missouri Valley Texas Tech W, 76-68
Georgia W, 77-75
Connecticut L, 71-59

Murray State Ohio Valley Georgia L, 85-68

Western Kentucky Sun Belt Stanford L, 84-68

Hawai’i Western Athletic Xavier L, 70-58

Tulsa Western Athletic Marquette W, 71-69
Kentucky L, 87-82



2002-03
School Conference Foe Result
Vermont America East Arizona L, 80-51

Weber State Big Sky Wisconsin L, 81-74

Butler Horizon League Mississippi State W, 47-46
Louisville W, 79-71
Oklahoma L, 65-54

Wisconsin-Milwaukee Horizon League Notre Dame L, 70-69

Manhattan Metro Atlantic Athletic Syracuse L, 76-65

Central Michigan Mid-American Creighton W, 79-73
Duke L, 86-60

Creighton Missouri Valley Central Michigan L, 79-73

Southern Illinois Missouri Valley Missouri L, 72-71

Austin Peay Ohio Valley Louisville L, 86-64

East Tennessee State Southern Wake Forest L, 76-73

Western Kentucky Sun Belt Illinois L, 65-60

Tulsa Western Athletic Dayton W, 84-71
Wisconsin L, 61-60

2003-04
School Conference Foe Result
Vermont America East Connecticut L, 70-53

Virginia Commonwealth Colonial Athletic Association Wake Forest L, 79-78

Illinois-Chicago Horizon League Kansas L, 78-53

Manhattan Metro Atlantic Athletic Florida W, 75-60
Wake Forest L, 84-80

Western Michigan Mid-American Vanderbilt L, 71-58

Valparaiso Mid-Continent Gonzaga L, 76-49

Northern Iowa Missouri Valley Georgia Tech L, 65-60

Southern Illinois Missouri Valley Alabama L, 65-64

Murray State Ohio Valley Illinois L, 72-53

East Tennessee State Southern Cincinnati L, 80-77

Nevada Western Athletic Michigan State W, 72-66
Gonzaga W, 91-72
Georgia Tech L, 72-67

UTEP Western Athletic Maryland L, 86-83


