September 2014

RMA CLOSING DATE FOR FALL CROPS IN ILLINOIS
The USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Illinois producers of wheat and winter barley
that they have until sales closing on September 30 to purchase crop insurance or make a change to
their existing policy.
Crop insurance protects against yield and revenue losses. Producers have a number of coverage
choices, including yield coverage, revenue protection and area risk policies.
RMA also recently announced the availability of the Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) in select
counties for winter and spring wheat for the 2015 crop year. SCO is a county-level policy
endorsement that can be added to an underlying crop insurance policy, and covers a portion of
losses not covered by the same crop’s underlying policy. Producers electing to participate in the
Farm Service Agency’s Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) for a crop on a farm cannot buy SCO for
the same crop on the farm.
Producers applying for SCO for the 2015 winter wheat crop may withdraw coverage on any farm
where they have elected, or where they intend to elect, ARC for winter wheat by the earlier of their
acreage reporting date or December 15 without penalty. This allows producers more time to make
an informed decision related to whether to elect to participate in either the ARC or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs for their winter wheat. If producers withdraw SCO coverage for a farm by
the earlier of their acreage reporting date or December 15, they will not be charged a crop insurance
premium. To withdraw coverage without penalty, producers must notify their agents of their intended
election for ARC by the earlier of their winter wheat acreage reporting date or December 15.
SCO is available for winter wheat in Bond, Clay, Clinton, Crawford, Edwards, Franklin, Greene,
Hamilton, Jackson, Jefferson, Kankakee, Lawrence, Livingston, Macoupin, Madison, Marion, Mason,
Monroe, Montgomery, Perry, Randolph, Richland, St. Clair, Schuyler, Shelby, Washington, Wayne,
and White counties in Illinois. SCO is not available for winter barley for the 2015 crop year.
Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. Contact a local
crop insurance agent for more information about the program. A list of crop insurance agents is
available at all USDA Service Centers or on the RMA website
at: http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/.
Questions?
Please contact your local crop insurance agent for more information about the closing date.
Thank you
Mary S. Kirby - Public Affairs Specialist - Illinois Farm Service Agency

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

