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coMMenceMenT PRogRAM 2018
SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018

12:30 P.M.
  PRELUDE

Laurie Lewis-Fritz, Pianist, M.M.
Lead Faculty, Vocal Performance

 * PROCESSIONAL
   “Pomp and Circumstance” ................................................................................................... E. Elgar

FACULTY MARSHALS
    Jan Bowers, M.S. John Hill, M.A.

STUDENT MARSHALS
    Jacqueline Ishmael D Jay Stewart, Jr.

COLOR BEARERS
    Mia Avila Silas Kimble
    Christina Coleman Khala Rice

  CONVENING OF THE  
    COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY
 Jan Bowers, M.S. 

Associate Professor of Mathematics

 * THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
Shaniece Jordan

Soloist • Class of 2018

  WELCOME
David W. Clapp

Board of Trustees Chair

 * INVOCATION
Gary Schmidt

Chi Alpha Campus Minister

  GREETINGS
David M. Gerlach, Ph.D.

President, Lincoln College

  STUDENT ADDRESS
Ashlyn Carroll
Class of 2018

  CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES

David M. Gerlach, Ph.D. 
President of the College

Michelle Baldwin, M.S. Ed.
Vice President for Academic Affairs



  COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Alex “Sandy” MacKinnon

  
  MUSIC
  Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story from Hamilton. . . Lin-Manuel Miranda, arr. Andy Beck
    Lincoln College Chorale
 Laurie Lewis-Fritz, Lead Faculty, Vocal Performance

Calia Cole, Soloist
  
  PRESENTATION OF CLASS

Michelle Baldwin, M.S. Ed.  
Vice President for Academic Affairs

John Malone, M.A. 
Fine Arts and Communication Division Chair

Karin Wright, M.A. 
Language, Humanities, and Social Sciences Division Chair

Kirk Whiteman, M.S. 
Lead Faculty, Sport Management

Jonathan Pierce, Ph.D. 
Business Programs Division Chair

Vance Laine, M.A. 
Executive Director, ABE Program

  CONFERRING OF DEGREES
President of the College

*  LINCOLN COLLEGE ALMA MATER

Lincoln College, alma mater; Who through cherished ages past
Gives unto each son and daughter; Learning, savored to the last
Loyal ever, onward yearning; Knowledge in thy halls enshrined

Lincoln College, alma mater; Now we honor true and kind
Lincoln College, alma mater; Now we honor true and kind

Known as the Emancipator; Lincoln did set all men free
At his namesake college, greater; Knowledge stems from liberty

Like itself reveals a treasure; Seek the truth and wisdom find

*  BENEDICTION
Gary Schmidt

*  RECESSIONAL

*  The audience will please stand
  At the conclusion of the program, the audience will please remain in place until the platform party, 
  faculty, and graduates have recessed.

  A reception for graduates and all guests will be held immediately following the ceremony. 



  * * * * * *

HONORARY DEGREES

In harmony with the ideals of simplicity, sincerity, and high achievement forever associated with Abraham 
Lincoln, Lincoln College, in recognition of its name and chartered status as a university, periodically 
awards honorary degrees to individuals whose accomplishments and character are such as might have 
been admired by Mr. Lincoln himself.

Doctor of Fine Arts

Richie Gajate Garcia
Percussionist; Drummer; Educator;

Author; and Mentor
Sponsor

Donald R. Ludwig
Trustee, Lincoln College

Richie Gajate Garcia is one of the world’s most in-demand percussionists and educators.  He is the author of four 
instructional music books and is a faculty instructor at the Musician’s Institute in Hollywood where he has taught for 
15 years.  Richie has recorded and/or performed with Phil Collins, Sting, Frankie Valli, Stevie Wonder, Don Henley, 
and Ritchie Sambora, as well as worked on award winning film scores.  He has also toured with Diana Ross, Patti 
LaBelle, John Denver, and Hiroshima.  His career has taken him around the world, performing at such venues as 
Madison Square Garden, the Royal Albert Hall, The Hollywood Bowl, and the Mt. Fuji Jazz Festival stage in Japan, 
while also teaching internationally. Recently, Richie has had the unique privilege of guesting multiple times on 
NBC’s The Voice.  Instrumentally, Richie invented the popular Gajate Bracket and collaborated on the Richie Gajate 
Garcia Signature Series Congas, Bongos, and Djembe.

Doctor of Humane Letters

Alex “Sandy” MacKinnon
Successful Businessman; Recognized Community Member;

and Distinguished Philanthropist
Sponsor

John D. Blackburn
Trustee, Lincoln College

Alex D. “Sandy” MacKinnon graduated from Lincoln College in 1960. He is a successful businessman and the 
former owner and CEO of MacKinnon Equipment & Services.  Using a customer-focused approach and following 
the highest ethical standards, Sandy transformed a failing dealership into a highly successful firm with five locations 
in Florida and Georgia.  Throughout his career Sandy received dozens of awards, but he takes particular pride in two 
that exemplify strong character traits – the H.L. Culbreath, Jr. profile in leadership award and the Tampa Bay Ethics 
Award, presented by the University of Tampa Center for Ethics.  As an involved business leader and community 
member, Sandy MacKinnon has been essential to multiple projects in the Tampa Bay area, including the Raymond 
James Stadium, the home of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.  

Sandy received the Lincoln College Alumni Achievement Award in Business at Reunion Weekend in 2007.  During 
his award acceptance, Sandy recalled the supportive education he received when he first entered Lincoln College in 
1958. The evening he received his award, he returned the support given to him by making a significant surprise gift 
to support the campaign to build the Lincoln Center. Since then, MacKinnon has also established The MacKinnon 
Family Endowed Scholarship. Lincoln College is deeply grateful for all Sandy MacKinnon has given back to this 
College and his community. 



LINCOLN COLLEGE - CLASS OF 2018

Bachelor of Science

Hector Arellano, Chicago, IL

Anita Bradshaw, Lincoln, IL

Tyler Emmerson, Normal, IL

Tanika Gray, Bloomington, IL

Nathan Guest, Long Point, IL

Jovalle Mahon, Chicago, IL

Tabitha McCall, Lincoln, IL

Shane Myers, Farmer City, IL

Tammy Ries, Spring Valley, IL

Steven Stachurski, Normal, IL

Janai Young, Peoria Heights, IL

Criminal Justice

Bachelor of artS

Teresa Beard, Lexington, IL

Leigh Breedlove, Bloomington, IL

Katie Broyles, Normal, IL

Jade Chandler-Haag, Lexington, IL

Madaline Hubbard, Oglesby, IL

Shemeka Lee, Normal, IL

Landon Nelson, Bloomington, IL

Asja Reed, Bloomington, IL

Amy Ruppman, Dunlap, IL

Mark Schaefer, Normal, IL

Benjamin Schavey, Normal, IL

Maggie Vandegraft, Normal, IL

Lance Waller, Chicago, IL

Liberal Arts

Christopher Garcia, Frankfort, IL

Mario Meccia, Itasca, IL

Andrew Walker, Frankfort, IL

Radio, Television, and New Media

Shanna Hargitt, Normal, IL

Diane Knight, Bloomington, IL

Mariah Leary, Bloomington, IL

Pamela Philipps, Clinton, IL

Sheila Weatherspoon, Bloomington, IL

Organizational Leadership



Molly Barnes, Benson, IL
Clare Breese, Lexington, IL
Jennifer Butler, Normal, IL
Eboni Grant, Bloomington, IL
Shanika Green, Bloomington, IL
Rabecca Howard, Normal, IL

Emily Moody, Bloomington, IL
Jessica Moore, Gibson City, IL
Stefanie Simms, Bloomington, IL
Holly Surprenant, Morton, IL
Jennifer Tealbey, Bloomington, IL

Health Services Administration 

Colton Amberg, Lincoln, IL
Jazzman Anderson, Bloomington, IL
Ashley Bergschneider, Bloomington, IL
Breanna Bisbee, Evanston, IL
Cody Heidbreder, Lincoln, IL
Stacy Holman, Bloomington, IL

Jordan Howard, Normal, IL
Rebecca Londos, Lockport, IL
Adrien Sathler, North Miami, FL
Clayton Smith, Springfield, IL
Connor Trexler, Pana, IL

Sport Management 

Bachelor of BuSineSS adminiStration

Brian Beall, Bloomington, IL
Kylie Biancalana, Normal, IL
Sarah Bills, Bloomington, IL
Jenifer Bornder, Bloomington, IL
Kimberly Burlison, Bloomington, IL
Ashlyn Carroll, Lincoln, IL
Sabrina Cavanaugh, Normal, IL
Lindsey Clem, Bloomington, IL
Zachary Craig, Normal, IL
Evelyn Curry, Downs, IL
Jason Curtiss, Normal, IL
Chelsea Davenport, Hudson, IL
Lisa Dever, Bloomington, IL
Daniel Dylla, Plainfield, IL
Alyssa Ferko, Streator, IL

Anya’ Gill, Lincoln, IL
Rachel Graber, Bloomington, IL
Tiffany Groves, Normal, IL
Charles Guthrie, Gridley, IL
Raymond Hammond III, Peoria, IL
Shannon Herman, Ottawa, IL
Socorro Hermosillo, Mendota, IL
Destini Huff, Normal, IL
Jennifer Kinder, Hudson, IL
Erica King, Atlanta, IL
Joseph King, Gridley, IL
Mandy Knuffman, Danvers, IL
Emily Krugger, El Paso, IL
Melissa Lear, Bloomington, IL
JoAnn Litwiller, Normal, IL

Business Management



Jordan Howard, Normal, IL
Rebecca Londos, Lockport, IL
Adrien Sathler, North Miami, FL
Clayton Smith, Springfield, IL
Connor Trexler, Pana, IL

Nathan Feit, Bloomington, IL
Kristen Goodchild, Ottawa, IL
Amber Mills, Normal, IL

Korey Rich, Fairbury, IL
Michelle Story, Granville, IL

Bachelor of applied management

Entrepreneurship

Bachelor of general StudieS

Stephon Dunmars, Normal, IL

Khamngam Miller, Bloomington, IL
Shantel Moore, Bloomington, IL
Sandra Morales, Lincoln, IL
Trevor Oldham, Atlanta, IL
Nora Parker, Paw Paw, IL
Dillon Pearson, Van Orin, IL
Megan Peterson, Bloomington, IL
Laura Petroski, Spring Valley, IL
Alan Rasnic, Normal, IL
Laura Robison, Mendota, IL
Danielle Scharf, Normal, IL
Julie Schmidgall, Mackinaw, IL

Charles Sharp, Normal, IL
William Simonovich, Clinton, IL
Kyle Sisco, Bloomington, IL
Lacey Smith, Lincoln, IL
Matthew Smith, Bloomington, IL
Cassandra Snelling, Normal, IL
Melissa Streitmatter, Heyworth, IL
Isaac Tompkins, Lexington, IL
Lua Travis, Bloomington, IL
Taylor Vandegraft, Bloomington, IL
Tamara Waugh, Bloomington, IL
Gregory Wynn, Bloomington, IL

Audrey Becker, Mendota, IL
Lisa Cook, Bloomington, IL
Julie Cool, Streator, IL
Patti Curry, Bloomington, IL

Christopher Kasper, Gibson City, IL
Catrese Leyva, Spring Valley, IL
Ashley Mecum, Princeton, IL
Kristin Werry, West Peoria, IL

Bachelor of applied Science

Organizational Leadership



Cory Abbey, Peoria, IL
Hermina Adair-Bradley, Bloomington, IL
Zoe Armour, Gages, IL
Sabree Bakari, Springfield, IL
Amber Bausch, Moline, IL
Sarah Berlyn, Evanston, IL
Andrew Bernas, Lansing, IL
Henry Blackman, Merrillville, IN
Raven Bogan, Bourbonnais, IL
Brock Bunner, Lincoln, IL
Quytaya Burse, Hannibal, MO
Malasia Byars, Decatur, IL
Courtney Cosey, Chicago, IL
Montez Crumble, Cahokia, IL
Niya Densmore, Chicago, IL
Desmian Devane, Chesapeake, VA
Reginald Dillon, Chicago, IL
Pierson Fleming, Springfield, IL
Bennie Foreman, Hanover Park, IL
Jeshua Glover, South Holland, IL
Jaylynn Guy, Chicago, IL
Hannah Hake, Freeport, IL
Rashaun Hall, Pontoon Beach, IL
Ja’mellia Harris, Springfield, IL
Kailen Harris, Chicago, IL
Patricia Harris, Chicago, IL
Taleyia Hill, Springfield, IL
Aron Hopp, Lincoln, IL
Coby Isenbarger, Middletown, IN
Gabriel Jackson, Lincoln, IL
Tramon Jackson, Belleville, IL
Jalen Jones, Belleville, IL

Lakia Jones, Chicago, IL
Mallory Jones, Broadlands, IL
Shaniece Jordan, Springfield, IL
Christian Kanzler, Fox Lake, IL
Jarrett Kelley, Bolingbrook, IL
Conner Lauber, Sugar Land, TX
Shaylan Loomis-Lucas, Rock Island, IL
Sia Mahoney, Mooseheart, IL
Joshua Matthews, Bloomington, IL
Sekani Mayers, St. George, Barbados
Melanie Murray, Chicago, IL
Ciera Parker, Springfield, IL
Mya Patrick, Zion, IL
Gabriel Rangel, Davenport, IA
Adrian Roman, Waukegan, IL
Richard Simpkins, Carlock, IL
Logan Sisk, Williamsville, IL
Gavin Stanzione, Decatur, IL
Benjamin Steiner, Lincoln, IL
Dakota Surratt, Mason City, IL
Jaylee Swinford, Lincoln, IL
Markeiya Terry, Calumet Park, IL
Ryan Thomas, Lincoln, IL
Carrissa Tinsley, Colfax, IL
Demario Torrez, Country Club Hills, IL
D’andreia Tripp, Chicago, IL
Anna Walters, Lincoln, IL
Marshaud Watkins, Harvey, IL
Greg Westbrook, Chicago, IL
Dwayne Williams, Florissant, MO
Roselyn Wright, Chicago, IL

aSSociate of artS



aSSociate of Science

Dontae Adams, Macomb, IL
Shiloh Alexander, Peoria, IL
Deanna Anglin, Chicago, IL
Stephan Bastien, Murphysboro, IL
Alexis Beard, Lincoln, IL
McKenzie Bryant, Lincoln, IL
Abbigale Buelow, Rockford, IL
Madison Christenson, South Lyon, MI
Miguel Da Silveira Barbosa, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Jacob Doubet, London Mills, IL
Skylar Dougherty, Chatham, IL
Chyna Dozier, South Holland, IL
Kevin Fry, Lincoln, IL
Alexis Garcia, Dade City, FL
Tylin Hall, East Moline, IL
Rakiyah Harper, Decatur, IL
Tierra Harris, Chicago, IL
Miranda Hilliard, Mt. Pulaski, IL
Kaylyn Hoffert, Lincoln, IL
Laquita Hoskins, Chicago, IL
Kayla Hunt, Lincoln, IL
Oakley Johns, Nadi, Fiji
Trenton Kielion, Princeville, IL
Kenneth Koster, Chicago, IL
Niayr Maines, Centralia, IL
Jasmine Malloy, Dekalb, IL
Josephine Manu, Chicago, IL
Keri Martin, Clinton, IL
Marissa Mattingly, Lincoln, IL
Aschli Minervini, Hillside, IL
Dirngulbai Misech, Koror, Palau
Mauricio Munoz, Chicago, IL

Emma Nepolello, Lincoln, IL
Dakota Onken, Manito, IL
Regina Palmer, Homewood, IL
Alyssa Peden, Kincaid, IL
Alexander Phillips, Belleville, IL
Tyra Pope, Romeoville, IL
Carolyn Porter, Robbins, IL
Rory Porter, Saint Louis, MO
Erika Potratz, Lincoln, IL
Dalton Presswood, Lincoln, IL
Caleb Przykopanski, Mount Pulaski, IL
Jonathan Riddle, Lincoln, IL
Kalliegh Rogers, Lincoln, IL
Ryann Rohlfs, Lincoln, IL
Lezly Romero, Chicago, IL
Cassidy Sanneman, Henry, IL
Mikayla Seibert, Mackinaw, IL
Destiny Sharp, Schaumburg, IL
Elysa Smith, Metamora, IL
Emoni Smith, Indianapolis, IN
Tionna Spates, Indianapolis, IN
Katlyn Steffens, Lincoln, IL
Breanna Tanner, Waukegan, IL
Diatou Thioubou, Monmouth, IL
Demetrius Thomas, Richton Park, IL
Michael Varjan, Winfield, IL
Jenna Weller, Fairmount, IL
Jack White, New Holland, IL
Shanice Wilberton, Chicago, IL
Emily Wise, Oakwood, IL

Lakia Jones, Chicago, IL
Mallory Jones, Broadlands, IL
Shaniece Jordan, Springfield, IL
Christian Kanzler, Fox Lake, IL
Jarrett Kelley, Bolingbrook, IL
Conner Lauber, Sugar Land, TX
Shaylan Loomis-Lucas, Rock Island, IL
Sia Mahoney, Mooseheart, IL
Joshua Matthews, Bloomington, IL
Sekani Mayers, St. George, Barbados
Melanie Murray, Chicago, IL
Ciera Parker, Springfield, IL
Mya Patrick, Zion, IL
Gabriel Rangel, Davenport, IA
Adrian Roman, Waukegan, IL
Richard Simpkins, Carlock, IL
Logan Sisk, Williamsville, IL
Gavin Stanzione, Decatur, IL
Benjamin Steiner, Lincoln, IL
Dakota Surratt, Mason City, IL
Jaylee Swinford, Lincoln, IL
Markeiya Terry, Calumet Park, IL
Ryan Thomas, Lincoln, IL
Carrissa Tinsley, Colfax, IL
Demario Torrez, Country Club Hills, IL
D’andreia Tripp, Chicago, IL
Anna Walters, Lincoln, IL
Marshaud Watkins, Harvey, IL
Greg Westbrook, Chicago, IL
Dwayne Williams, Florissant, MO
Roselyn Wright, Chicago, IL



Lindsey Clem

Julie Cool

Zachary Craig

Evelyn Curry

Lisa Dever

Nathan Feit

Rachel Graber

Shannon Herman

Socorro Hermosillo

Madaline Hubbard

Christopher Kasper

Joseph King

Mandy Knuffman

Emily Krugger

Catrese Leyva

Tabitha McCall

Emily Moody

Shane Myers

Dillon Pearson

Pamela Philipps

Korey Rich

Tammy Ries

Amy Ruppman

Mark Schaefer

Benjamin Schavey

Julie Schmidgall

Clayton Smith

Steven Stachurski

Michelle Story

Isaac Tompkins

Connor Trexler

Kristin Werry

Gregory Wynn

Janai Young

Summa Cum Laude  3.90 or higher GPA

Molly Barnes

Teresa Beard

Audrey Becker

Kylie Biancalana

Ashlyn Carroll

Lisa Cook

Jason Curtiss

Kristen Goodchild

Nathan Guest

Shanna Hargitt

Rabecca Howard

Melissa Lear

Ashley Mecum

Jessica Moore

Nora Parker

Laura Petroski

William Simonovich

Melissa Streitmatter

Maggie Vandegraft

Taylor Vandegraft

Magna Cum Laude  3.70 - 3.89 GPA

Sarah Bills

Breanna Bisbee

Leigh Breedlove

Jennifer Butler

Patti Curry

Stacy Holman

Jennifer Kinder

Shemeka Lee

Jovalle Mahon

Megan Peterson

Lacey Smith

Jennifer Tealbey

Cum Laude  3.50 - 3.69 GPA

Academic Honors
The Lincoln Academy Student Laureate Award 2017 . . . . . Ashlyn Carroll

Student Laureates are honored for their overall excellence in curricular and 
extracurricular activities.

Bachelor’S degree academic honorS  



Academic Honors

Molly Barnes

Teresa Beard

Julie Cool

Nathan Feit

Socorro Hermosillo

Madaline Hubbard

Christopher Kasper

Joseph King

Melissa Lear

Emily Moody

Pamela Philipps

Korey Rich

Amy Ruppman

Mark Schaefer

Benjamin Schavey

Julie Schmidgall

William Simonovich

Isaac Tompkins

Maggie Vandegraft

Taylor Vandegraft

Kristin Werry

Alpha Sigma Lambda (Alpha Beta Epsilon)

Stephan Bastien

Sarah Berlyn

Abbigale Buelow

Malasia Byars

Ashlyn Carroll

Skylar Dougherty

Kevin Fry

Rakiyah Harper

Miranda Hilliard

Kaylyn Hoffert

Aron Hopp

Kayla Hunt

Oakley Johns

Lakia Jones

Mallory Jones

Kenneth Koster

Conner Lauber

Jovalle Mahon

Sia Mahoney

Niayr Maines

Aschli Minervini

Emma Nepolello

Dakota Onken

Alyssa Peden

Rory Porter

Kalliegh Rogers

Ryann Rohlfs

Lezly Romero

Cassidy Sanneman

Mikayla Seibert

Destiny Sharp

Logan Sisk

Elysa Smith

Katlyn Steffens

Jaylee Swinford

Ryan Thomas

Anna Walters

Greg Westbrook

Shanice Wilberton

Phi Theta Kappa (Iota Chi)

Sarah Berlyn

Abbigale Buelow

Miguel Da  
     Silveira Barbosa

Miranda Hilliard

Kaylyn Hoffert

Aron Hopp

Kayla Hunt

Oakley Johns

Lakia Jones

Mallory Jones

Aschli Minervini

Emma Nepolello

Dakota Onken

Rory Porter

Kalliegh Rogers

Destiny Sharp

Elysa Smith

Jaylee Swinford

Anna Walters

Dean’s Scholar 3.5 – 3.79 GPA

Jacob Doubet

Skylar Dougherty

Kevin Fry

Rakiyah Harper

Niayr Maines

Marissa Mattingly

Sekani Mayers

Alyssa Peden

Ryann Rohlfs

Cassidy Sanneman

Mikayla Seibert

Logan Sisk

Katlyn Steffens

Ryan Thomas

Jenna Weller

Greg Westbrook

Roselyn Wright

President’s Scholar 3.8 - 4.0 GPA

aSSociate degree academic honorS



LINCOLN COLLEGE
(CORPORATE TITLE - LINCOLN UNIVERSITY)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
DAVID W. CLAPP, Fulton, MO, Chair

SUSAN R. HOBLIT, ’83, Atlanta, Vice Chair
A. PATRICK DOOLIN, Lincoln, Second Vice Chair

S. QUENTIN SPARKS, Lincoln, Secretary
 LEE E. KOMNICK, Lincoln, Treasurer

LAURA BELTCHENKO, Libertyville
JOHN D. BLACKBURN, Lincoln

BRENDA CHAPMAN-LIMA, ’82, Mill Valley, CA
DOLAN C. DALPOAS, Lincoln

JOHN R. EDWARDS, Palos Heights
MICHAEL E. FISHER, Chicago

JAMES R. GLENN, Chicago
GRETA GRIBKOFF, Wallingford, CT

DONALD R. LUDWIG, Lincoln
JUDITH BREE MORLEY, Chicago

ROBERT F. NEAL, Elkhart
LYNN M. PAULUS, Lincoln

RIKEESHA PHELON, ’97, Springfield
DEE PIERCE, ’66, Inverness

REV. GLENN SHELTON, Lincoln
JACK W. SPARACIO, ’63, Carlsbad, CA

PHILLIP W. STYLES, JR., ’87, Mableton, GA
JEFFREY K. SWALLOW, Ph.D., ’82, Hinsdale

LOUISE TAPER, Litt.D., Beverly Hills, CA
AMIR JOHN WAHAB, M.D., Lincoln
JEFFREY T. WALKER, D.D.S., Frankfort

OFFICERS OF ADMINISTRATION
DAVID M. GERLACH, Ph.D., President

DEBBIE ACKERMAN, M.S.Ed., Vice President for Institutional Advancement
SUSAN K. BOEHLER, M.S., Vice President for Enrollment Management and Student Services

GREG A. EIMER, B.S., Vice President for Finance and Administration
MICHELLE BALDWIN, M.S. Ed., Vice President for Academic Affairs

BRIDGETT THOMAS, M.S.Ed., Dean of Students



AcAdemic RegAliA

The origins of academic dress date back to the 12th and 13th centuries, when 
universities were taking form.  The ordinary dress of the scholar, whether student or 
teacher, was the dress of a cleric.  With few exceptions, the medieval scholar had taken 
at least minor orders, made certain vows, and perhaps been tonsured.  Long gowns 
were worn and may have been necessary for warmth in unheated buildings.  Hoods 
seem to have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for that purpose by 
the skull cap.

A statute of the University of Coimbra in 1321 required that all “Doctors, Licentiates, 
and Bachelors” wear gowns.  In England, in the second half of the 14th century, the 
statutes of certain colleges forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing of 
a long gown.  In the days of Henry VIII of England, Oxford and Cambridge first began 
prescribing a definite academic dress and made it a matter of university control even to 
the extent of its minor details.

A uniform code for caps, gowns, and hoods to be worn in the United States was 
introduced in 1893.  The mortarboard caps are the same for doctoral, master’s, and 
baccalaureate degrees, except that doctors’ caps may be of velvet and may have a gold 
tassel.  The bachelor’s gown is marked by pointed sleeves, reaching to the knee, while 
the master’s sleeve is squared at the ends and longer.  The doctoral robe is fullest, with 
rounded bell shaped sleeves marked by three velvet stripes.

The greatest symbolism of the academic costume is borne by the hood, which 
identifies the level of the degree, the faculty (or department of learning) in which it was 
earned, and the institution which awarded it.  The size of the hood, its shape, and the 
width of its velvet trim identify the level of the degree, with doctoral hoods naturally being 
the fullest, widest, and longest.  Faculty colors tell us the department.  Faculty members 
in the processional may be wearing light blue for education, copper for economics, drab 
for business and accountancy, orange for engineering, purple for law, lemon for library 
science, green for medicine, apricot for nursing, dark blue for philosophy, sage green for 
physical sciences, cream for social sciences, and scarlet for theology, among the many 
available.  The colors are mandatory on hoods, but may also be used on the tassels 
and/or the velvet on doctoral gowns.  The university or college is usually identified by the 
color of the hood lining.

THe cOllege mAce

The Mace Bearer carries the mace which is a symbol of the College’s authority. Their 
purpose is to defend the President of the College. The Mace Bearer must always be in 
sight of the President. The presence of the mace indicates the college faculty is present 
to conduct formal business.




